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ON THE RIVER THAMES, UPPER CANADA, 
From May 1824 to April 1825. 
( Concluded from page 377.) 

June 23d, upwards of thirty hunters returned from the chase. 
Their object had been to procure some meat for their food whilst 
employed in erecting a fence around a field of Indian corn belonging 
to the community, but they had been able to kill one deer only. 

26th, the assistant brethren and sisters spoke with some of the 
young people concerning their unchristian walk, and advised Francis 
Henry, who some time ago had separated himself from his wife, to 
bring her back from the Upper Monsy town, to which she had gone, 
and to offer her a reconciliation; which he promised to do. A young 
Indian woman from said place, who had been here a considerable 
time and had often expressed a desire for permission to reside here, 
was received on trial. 

29th, Paul brought information to our town of a very distressing 
occurrence. He stated that he had accompanied Francis Henry two 
days ago about six miles down the river, to the settlement of the 
whites, and after a drinking frolic in the house of a white man, who 
treated them with strong cider, they had spent the night on the 
bank of the river, but in the morning when he awoke, he missed him, 
and could discover no trace of him except his hat, lying on the spot 
where he had slept. It was concluded that both had laid themselves 
down in a state of intoxication on the bank, (in which supposition we 
were confirmed by the testimony of several whites, who had seen 
them there before dark,) and that the said Henry, turning himself 
over in his sleep, had been precipitated from the deep shore into the 
river below. His mother and other relations hastened immediately 
to the spot, and made diligent, but fruitless search for him, which 
confirmed them in the belief that he had fallen into the water, or as 
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some of his relations suspected, had been thrown in by some evil dis- 
posed person. After three days his dead body was found about ten 
miles further down the river, and brought to our town on a cart, 
accompanied by his distressed mother and family. Our hearts felt 
deeply afflicted to behold this young man suddenly taken away in his 
sins, without an opportunity to cry for mercy,—and we could not 
doubt, but God intended by this calamitous event, to punish us on 
account of the sins indulged in by a part of our congregation, that 
the hardened sinners might be led to reflect and to turn from their 
evil ways to God. Soon after the corpse arrived, it was put into a 
coffin, and after a short and solemn address to those assembled on 
the occasion, it was interred in that part of the ground, appropriated 
to strangers. We sincerely deplore, that such an awful event, in- 
stead of making a deep and solemn impression on the minds of old 
and young, evidently fails to produce this effect, and many of the 
young people too easily forget the solemn warning, as was the case 
with the deceased, who but lately had assisted in bringing to this 
place two of his companions, who had lost their lives in a similar 
way, not expecting that he should so soon share the same unhappy 
fate. 

July 4th. In the beginning of the month our Indian brethren and 
sisters were busily employed in clearing their cornfields of grass, and 
worked as usual in companies, according to which regulation that 
family, for whose benefit the labour is performed, provides food for 
the labourers, whereby many of the poor, who have consumed their 
stock of provisions, receive so much that they suffer not from 
hunger,—and the advantage is moreover gained, that willing la- 
bourers are not wanting. 

Sunday the 11th, the sermon was on the important duty of loving 
God above all things, and each other heartily, showing also that all 
power for a godly life and conversation can only be obtained through 
faith in the all-sufficient merits of Jesus. 

14th, in the morning service the ‘children were briefly addressed 
with reference to their prayer-day on the 17th. They were exhort- 
ed on this occasion to love the Saviour, and to be obedient to their 
parents and superiors, and they promised to pray often to Jesus, 
without necessity not to stay away from school or the church, and in 
other respects to conduct themselves quietly and orderly. Some 
who had entered Brother Luckenbach’s garden and stolen currants, 
were made acquainted with the greatness of their crime, and having 
promised never to do so again, received permission to join in the 
celebration of the prayer-day and lovefeast. 

On the 17th was this festival, on which we anew prayed to the 
Lord, to bless our youth, and to preserve the children from evil, 
that they might thrive to his pleasure in the congregation. 

Sunday 18th, instead of the sermon, a written address was read to 
the congregation, exposing the sinfulness of the heathenish and su- 
perstitious practices, such as sorcery, witchcraft, asking the dead, 
&c. which are but too common among the Indians; and those who 
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had no desire to be delivered from such wicked practices were bid 
to leave the place. ‘The exhortation produced some good effect 
upon several, who repented of their transgressions, and promised 
amendment. 

The 19th and 20th the greater part of the inhabitants set out for 
Malden, either by land or water, to receive their annual presents 
from government. Collectively and individually we had previously 
warned them to abtain from the use of ardent spirits on this occasion. 

Sunday 25th, Brother Luckenbach, upon invitation from a neigh- 
bour, went to the settlement of the whites, and kept a meeting in 
the house of Mr. Hubble, where the children and a number of adults 
from the vicinity had assembled to the Sunday school. We were 
much pleased with the change which has taken place in the disposi- 
tion of this man. He formerly kept a bad house, and without re- 
serve sold liquor to the Indians, which led to mych mischief both in 
his own house and abroad; but he now appears to be fully resolved, 
to abandon such a course of life, and to devote his house to religious 
purposes. We promised to lend him our assistance in this respect 
and wished him God’s blessing. 

A very distressing accident occurred to-day a few miles up the 
river. Some travellers were passing rapidly with their little boat 
between two islands, when their infant daughter, aged fifteen months 
who was lying on a chest, was swept away, together with the bed 
and some clothing, into the river, by a limb of a tree; and owing to 
the impetuosity of the current, it was utterly impossible to save her. 
Greatly afflicted the parents arrived here. The mother was almost 
distracted on account of the loss of her only child, and rent the air 
with her lamentations, as she ran up and down the river bank, call- 
ing the infant’s name. ‘These poor people being disappointed in 
their expectation of obtaining the aid of our Indians in searching for 
the body, in as much as they had all gone to Malden, the stepfather 
hastened to the nearest neighbours upthe river. These immediate- 
ly went out, but their endeavours to discover the body proved en- 
tirely fruitless. Another attempt was made the next day by the 
father and Brother Peter Rosett, the only man in town besides our- 
selves, and they were so fortunate as to discover it on the surface of 
the water and obtain it by swimming. This afforded some consolation 
to them, and especially to the mother, who appeared a good deal 
satisfied, by having seen her child once more, and knowing where it 
was. Brother Rosett having dug the grave and made the coffin, 
Brother Luckenbach at the request of the parents spoke a few words 
in the meeting hall, and then conducted the service on our burial 

ground in the usual manner. They stayed about three weeks with 
us and then prosecuted their journey 

August 5th and 6th, a number of our Indian brethren and sisters 
returned from Malden bringing word, that some children had died 
on the way home, and one of them a twin son of Silas and Abigail 
was brought a corpse into the town, and buried the same day. The 
children in general suffered from the dysentery, which affected 
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many in such a degree, that there remained little hope for thei 
recovery. 

Sunday the 8th, after preaching, Brother Luckenbach went to the 
abovementioned Mr. Hubble’s house, six miles down the river, and 
delivered a discourse to about fifty persons who had assembled. On 
his return home a child of Brother John Peter and Sister Augustina, 
aged two years and three months, which had died of the disease pre- 
vailing among the children, was buried. We were much gratified 
to-day by the receipt of letters from Bethlehem. 

Sunday the 15th. In-our evening meeting the chief justice and 
high judge of the courts in Upper Canada, Mr. Pawel, with his ser- 
vant, were present. “On his way he had met with the misfortune 
that his carriage broke down, which obliged him to hire a canoe, to 
convey himself and baggage to this place, hoping to find the means 
here to prosecute his journey to Sandwich. His duties not allowing 
of any detention, and being under the necessity of travelling yet 
eighty miles in two days, he was much obliged to us for the loan of 
a little wagon, with which he departed in the morning of the 16th, 
accompanied by one of our Indian brethren. 

Brother Luckenbach having occasion to go to Sandwich, to appear 
as witness in the case of a man charged with passing counterfeit 
notes, he spent four days at that place and formed agreeable ac- 
quaintance with a number of merchants, and civil officers, as also 
with the Rev. Mr. Pollard, of the High church, whom he found on 
a sickbed. His church is the only one in the place, and as it could 
not be opened by himself, Brother Luckenbach upon request, Sun- 
day 22d, preached a sermon in the court house, from the text, 1 John 
ii. 15: ** Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world, &c.”’ At a short distance from the town is a beautiful Ca- 
tholic chapel, in which a French Priest officiates, the majority of 
people residing in these parts speaking that language, and forming a 
congregation of about twelve hundred souls. 

Sefitember 11th, was the funeral of a woman, named Verona, who 
some years ago had been sent away from here, but since spring had 
lived without our consent in her father’s house, together with her 
Chippaway husband, whom she had recently married. Her death 
was very sudden and unexpected. The evening before she had 
attended to her household concerns as usual, and retired to rest, with 
her child, about two years old, at her side. Her father rose early 
next morning and kindled a fire on the hearth, when he observed 
the child to be very restless, but imagined that his daughter was in 
a profound sleep. He then left the house and went to his field, 
thence to meeting, and returning home he was astonished to find his 
daughter still in the same position, and sent his wife to awaken her. 
But when she touched her, she was frightened to find her cold and 
perfectly lifeless. We were the more grieved at her sudden call 
into the presence of God, because her conduct had been for some 
years extremely reprehensible. She was born and educated in the 


congregation, and had formerly been a commanicant. Her age was 
twenty-five years, 
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13th, the communicants had a meeting, in reference to the Lord’s 
supper to be celebrated on the 17th. In the following days Brother 
and Sister Luckenbach spoke with them all individually, and remind- 
ed them earnestly of their baptismal engagements. Although some 
deviations had occurred among the communicants, occasioned by 
their late journey to Malden, we found much cause to thank the 
Lord, upon hearing the testimonies of many, who felt humbled and 
penitent on account of their unfaithfulness and transgressions. A sis- 
ter deplored bitterly her coldness of heart towards her Saviour, 
which often caused her to doubt, whether she was a child of God, 
and would die happily, which thoughts gave her much uneasiness. 
Another sister complained of the wickedness of her heart, and said: 
‘** Three times already have I staid away from the Lord’s supper, 
because I always had some troubles, and now I don’t know at all 
what to think of myself, since anger and the malice of my heart 
have lately so overcome me, that I not only made myself guilty of a 
hot dispute, but even of violence. Soon after I felt sorry for what 
had happened, and I have since been ashamed to show my face. I 
desire to ask the pardon of the person whom I injured, for I must 
confess that I went too far, although she came to my house to quar- 
rel with me. I will endeavour in future to refrain from such evil 
deeds, as I have sufficiently felt the pains of an accusing conscience, 
and troubled heart.”? A baptized woman, Hannah, said: ‘* Since I 
have been baptized and live in the congregation, my eyes become 
opened more and more, to see what a poor creaturelam. Former- 
ly when I was yet among the heathen, I was very ignorant of my 
state, and thought myself better than the believers, on which account 
I hated them, and discovering many faults in them, I thought, to such 
people I need not go, for I live better than they do; but now I find 
how much is yet wanting to me, and how poor and feeble my heart 
is for doing any thing that is good, so that I am ashamed to go to 
the meetings, &c.” 

The 17th the married people, widowers and widows celebrated 
their annual festival day, and renewed their promises to the Lord, 
to live to him, and walk in the statutes of his house. 

In the course of this week our Indians commenced the harvesting 
of their Indian corn, and sowing their wheat. 

October the 1st, we had the unexpected pleasure to welcome our 
Brother Haman, with his wife, whom he had married in Bethlehem 
They arrived in good health and spirits, grateful for the divine pro- 
tection which they had experienced on their journey, and especially 
on their dangerous passage across Lake Erie, and we joined them in 
praising the Lord for his goodness. Our people, old and young, soon 
gathered together, to testify to our Brother and Sister their joy at their 
safe arrival, and their satisfaction, that another white sister had been 
found willing to labour among them. Several of them, under a sense 
of their own unworthiness, expressed themselves in this manner: 
“‘the dear sister, she has left her home where she was always 
happy, and is come to us poor people, where she will often find 
cause to be sorrowful.”’ 
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Sunday the 3d, Brother Haman preached in the morning. In the 
afternoon the whole congregation had a lovefeast, by way of welcom- 
ing our dear Brother and his wife, who was introduced to the con- 
gregation, as a fellow labourer. Brother Haman delivered affec- 
tionate salutations from the Brethren and Sisters at Bethlehem and 
Nazareth to the members of his flock, assuring them of their con- 
tinued love for them, and cordial interest in their spiritual and 
temporal welfare. Brother Luckenbach then addressed the congre- 
gation, calling to mind their privileges, and exciting them to render 
thanks to God for the same, and to devote themselves anew unto him. 

In this week our Indian sisters and some of the men went to the 
Cranberry plains, situated in our neighbourhood, to gather cranber- 
ries, of which there is so great an abundance this year, that in many 
places they can be collected by hands full. They brought home 
altogether about one hundred bushels, and intend to take them in 
the spring to the market in Detroit, where they usually dispose of 
* this article at one dollar and upwards per bushel. 

11th, our Indian brethren and sisters in the course of the week 
finished the labour of breaking the corn from the stalks, in which 
they had been engaged day and night for some weeks, and now com- 
menced to bring it home, with the help of work oxen attached to a 
sled. The patience of the Indians in their labours of the field is 
astonishing; according to their method but little work can be per- 
formed in a day, and four to six weeks are required by them for 
harvesting their corn; but they cheerfully continue till the whole is 
accomplished. In the following days the hunters, and a majority of 
of the men left us on their autumnal expedition, some going down 
the river and others towards Lake Erie. ‘Their chief object was to 
obtain some deer skins, to provide themselves and families with shoes 
for the approaching winter, 

18th, the female assistants distributed among the poorest sisters 
the presents sent with Brother and Sister Haman by the Female 
Missionary Society in Bethlehem; they were highly gratified, and 
expressed their thankfulness to the benevolent donors for these gifts, 
wishing them an abundant recompense from the Lord. 

November 12th, Brother Luckenbach was visited by a Monsy 
chief, Metawes, with whom he had become acquainted thirteen 
years ago on Sandusky river, and had frequently discoursed on the 
salvation of his soul. He related *that he had some years back 
moved to the neighbourhood of Malden, and settled among the Wy- 
andots there; that a good and pious man, Steward by name, had often 
exhorted him to attend to his soul’s welfare, and for this purpose to 
move with his family to the believing Indians at New Fairfield, pro- 
mising to assist him by giving him a canoe and provisions on the way. 
For the good proposal and the good words of this man, he said, he 
had thanked him, but had refused to accept of his offer, because 
his heart was not so inclined, telling him: ‘‘ My friend, your words 
are very good, which I have heard from you, and I thank you’ for 
the very kind assistance you have offered me, but for the present I 








ek 

ch 

m- 

ya 
lis 
er- 
for 
e is 
y of 
own 
s to 
10eS 


ters 
nale 
and 


rifts, 


lonsy 
rteen 
h the 
back 
IW y- 
ften 
se to 
pro- 
way. 
he 


, 


ause 
ords 
‘for 











DIARY OF THE MISSION AT NEW FAIRFIFLD. $91 


can not make use of it, because my heart cannot receive the doctrine 
which is taught there, and I could not live with contentment amongst 
the believers.” Brother Luckenbach hereupon asked him, whether 
he had never yet felt a concern about himself and his sins, urging 
him to hear the word of God and to live according to it? He answer- 
ed: ‘*O yes, often when I have been drinking whisky three or four 
days, and at length come to myself again, I feel a great uneasiness, 
and some fear on account of my sinful practices, and resolve to 
amend and change my life. But after some time this feeling is lost 
again, I am satisfied with my condition, and go on till another op- 
portunity for drinking overpowers me.’’ It appeared from his conver- 
sation, that he had some years ago formed the resolution to move to 
the believing Indians, but had left the matter for decision to his 
mother and sister, who were both enemies of the gospel, and de- 
clared that they would never go with him, but were resolved to abide 
by the customs received from their fathers; which determination 
caused him to relinquish his object, as he was averse to a separation 
from them. He was now informed that whoever would save his 
soul, must obey God rather than man, and that it is impossible with- 
out faith in the Saviour,to gain the favour of God, and come to him; 
that sin, which by nature is within us, makes us unfit to do any thing 
that is good, &c. He coldly assented to all this, but seemed to be 
in no wise influenced by what had been said. 

10th, and the following days, the communicants were individually 
spoken to, in reference to the Lord’s Supper. Several sisters who, 
on account of dissentions, had for a considerable time been deprived 
of this blessed enjoyment, confessed their faults with penitence and 
sorrow, and were willing to ask each other’s forgiveness and to for 
get the past, saying, that they were tired of being troubled with 
their evil thoughts, as they felt, that their hearts always became 
more estranged from the Saviour. One said: ‘‘ I earnestly desire 
to be delivered of the evil in my heart, which I see and feel always 
more and more, to my great sorrow; for I find, that if all men loved 
me, and tried to please me, their favour could not rescue my soul 
from destruction after this life; I therefore can’t be happy whilst my 
heart is not right with the Saviour.” The Indian Brother, Tobias, 
whose conduct on the late journey to Malden had been very repre- 
hensible, expressed himself in these terms: ‘‘ I can say but little of 
myself, except that I am still ashamed of my behaviour, and the 
wound which my heart received on that journey is not yet healed. 
I formerly conceited that I really loved the Saviour, but now I find 
that it is not true; I have grieved him too much with my sins, and if 
he would not forgive me, but cast me away from him, and not look 
at me, I could say nothing against it; but I am resolved to ask him 
for pardon, because I know no other help, &c.” 

The greater part of the hunters returned in these days, more 
richly laden with booty, than had been the case for some years. 
They had killed about sixty deer and two bears. We received a 
part of the venison, and in return gave them some salt, which is an 
article highly valued amongst them. 




















































































92 DIARY OF THE MISSION AT NEW FAIRFIELD 






13th, we celebrated the communion, and received a rich blessing 
for our poor souls in the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour. 

15th, the school for the children, having ceased for a time 
on account of the harvest, was again resumed, Brother Luckenbach 
taking charge of the girls, and Brother Haman of the boys. One 
great benefit of the school is this, that it has an evident influence 
upon the behaviour of the children whilst in church, and elsewhere, 
on which account we endeavour to keep it as regular as possible. 

About this time we had copious rains, which excited our lively 
gratitude to our heavenly father, as thereby the mills which had 
been stopped by the drought, could again go into operation, and the 
scarcity of bread _was removed. 

During the blessed advent season, into which we entered, Novem- 
ber 28th, the school children usually assembled in the evening in 
our house, to learn and to sing the verses which had been given them 
to commit to memory for Christmas. It was a very delightful exer- 
cise for them, and with cheerful voices they sang the praises of their 
incarnaté Saviour. 

December 18th, the children celebrated a very happy prayer-day. 

24th, being Christmas-eve, we had a lovefeast in the evening, in 
which we read the history of our Saviour’s birth, and in prayer 
worshipped our incarnate God and Saviour, as we beheld him in 
spirit lying in the manger at Bethlehem, surrendering our poor 
hearts anew unto him, out of gratitude for his boundless love to us 
sinners. The children were highly delighted, both with an illumined 
transparency, representing the birth of Christ, which had been 
placed in the church, and the wax-candles, which were handed to 
them at the conclusion of the meeting. Brother Haman accom- 
panied the cheerful voices of the congregation and children with a 
violin; and the devout attention and silence which prevailed, left us 
room to indulge the pleasing hope, that the solemn remembrance of 
this important event for fallen man, will have had some effect in 
awakening the lifeless and unconcerned among us, and encouraging 
others, not to cast away their confidence, but with renewed strength 
to follow their Immanuel and live unto him. 

25th, Brother Haman preached in the morning, and in the after- 
noon the children had a special meeting, in which they recited the 
verses they had learnt for the occasion, loud and distinct, to the 
great satisfaction of their parents and all present. At the close of 
the meeting, Sister Luckenbach and Sister Haman presented them 
with gingercakes. 

In grateful remembrance of the multiplied mercies of our Lord, 
experienced through another year, and deeply humbled on account of 
our unworthiness, and numberless faults and transgressions, we con- 
cluded the year with a solemn lovefeast on the 3ist, in the hour of 
midnight.—In the year 1824, 2 adults and 9 children have been 
baptized; 1 person admitted to the communion; 2 were received into 
the congregation; 3 persons readmitted; 5 adults and 6 children de- 
parted this life. At the close of the year the congregation at New 
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Fairfield consisted of 33 married couples, 4 widowers, 18 widows, 2 

married women, 17 unmarried men, 13 unmarried women; 33 boys 

and 34 girls; together, 187 persons; which, together with 12 persons 

for the present excluded, make the whole number 199; of these, 46 

are communicants, 9 unbaptized adults and 22 unbaptized children. 
1825. 

January Ist, early in the morning all the school children came to 
the missionaries to wish them a happy new year. After a short ad- 
dress to them, admonishing them to be obedient to their Saviour and 
their parents, and to come diligently to church and school, Sister 
Luckenbach presented them with some cakes, and those who have 
made some proficiency in spelling, received from Brother Haman 
small childrens’ books, which gave them much pleasure. In the 
forenoon Brother Haman preached on Luke ii. £1, and in the after- 
noon a lovefeast was held in Brother Luckenbach’s house with all the 
assistant Brethren and Sisters. These were exhorted to discharge 
their duties in the congregation and in the church, with faithfulness 
and punctuality, and to continue to serve the Lord and his congrega- 
tion in humility and with a willing heart, as examples to the flock, 
remembering the Saviour’s words: “ He that-is faithful in that which 
is least, is faithful also in much; and he that is unjust in the least, is 
unjust also in much.” 

Sunday 2d, Brother Luckenback discoursed on the contents and 
spiritual import of the ten commandments, and showed that it is im- 
possible to fulfill them, except we have a new heart given to us by 
the Saviour. After public worship the communicants had a special 
meeting, in reference to the holy communion on the 6th. In these 
days a number of those who had been excluded and sent away on 
account of their bad conduct, came to Brother Luckenbach, and with 
tears of penitence confessed their sins, desiring that the missionaries 
would anew have compassion on them and make another trial with 
them, as they enjoyed no peace in their hearts, but spent their days 
in fear, knowing that if they were called away into eternity in their 
present condition, they must be lost for ever, &c. They were direct- 
ed to Jesus, the friend of poor sinners, and assured that he casts 
none away from him, who approach him weary and heavy laden, and 
earnestly desirous to be delivered from the dominion of sin and satan. 
In the subsequent days we conversed with the communicants, the 
baptized and the adult inhabitants of our congregation, together 108 
persons. A communicant sister, Lucia, said on this occasion: “I 
have been much delighted with the expressions of my husband on 
his sick-bed, who to all appearance will not remain long here below. 
I have been moved to tears, and the desire was strongly excited, 
that the Saviour would give me also before my departure the grace, 
to die so happily, as I see is the case with my husband. I am not 
worthy, that the Saviour should invite me, so great a sinner to his 
table, and feed me with the rich treasures of his house, for I always 
become more sensible how bad and depraved I am, and how much 
I am alienated from the life of God, &c.” A brother remarked: 

VoL. I. 50 
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** Nothing stands in the way of my approaching the Lord’s table, 
but the perception of my heart’s lukewarmness; I wish to love my 
Saviour more, and to enjoy closer communion with him, but I feel 
ashamed, when I observe how soon I lose sight of him, and give the 
preference to worldly things, so that I am often much discouraged, 
and feel as if I did not belong to the happy number of those, who 
can be accounted worthy to sit down at the Lord’s table.” <A wo- 
man, who has been excluded for some years, said: ‘‘ At Christmas I 
had so pleasant a dream, that I can never think of it, without shed- 
ding tears. I dreamt I was in the company of the happy children of 
God in heaven, delivered from all the troubles of this world, and 
from eternal condemnation, and I rejoiced with them at my blest lot of 
grace. But when I awoke, I found to my great sorrow, that I was 
still in my former condition, and not even belonging to God’s children 
here on earth, wherefore I have since that time felt an ardent desire 
to be again received into the congregation, and to be counted to God’s 
people.” 

5th, the assistants met with us in a conference, in which a man and 
a woman obtained permission to live again with us upon trial, having 
given us assurance, that they were heartily sorry for their evil con- 
duct which had caused their exclusion. 

6th, being the festival of Epiphany, we had a solemn meeting in 
the morning. In a subsequent meeting, especially appointed for that 
purpose, a half Indian woman, who, with her husband, had lived 
with us some years, was baptized into the death of Jesus, under a 
lively sense of the gracious presence of the triune God, and received 
the name Mary Ann. The Lord grant that she may be and remain 
his property for ever! She has two small children, the elder about 
three years of age, whose spiritual welfare lies very near her heart, 
and who have contributed to the concern of her own salvation, inas- 
much as she could not bear the idea of taking them away from here 
to the heathen on Grand river, whither she had originally deter- 
mined to return with her husband, who also is a half-white man, of 
German extraction, having left there the greater part of her rela- 
tions. In the afternoon we had a blessed lovefeast with the congre- 
gation. In the evening we were permitted to experience anew, the 
blessings connected with a believing participation in the body and 
blood of Jesus, on which occasion an Indian sister was confirmed in 
her baptismal covenant, and for the first time communed with us; 
two Indian sisters were present as candidates. 

Since the beginning of the month violent colds, with fever and 
frequently pleurisy, had commenced to prevail, especially among the 
children, and now the disease became more extensive, attacking 
many adults likewise, so that every house contained one or more 
patients, and consequently the meetings and school were but thinly 
attended. We were grateful to the Lord for preserving our health, 
whereby we were the better enabled to visit the sick, and to care, 
that none should suffer for want of provision, fuel, or attendance, 
which is oftentimes the case with such as hve no near connexions 
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In our family the children did not escape neither, but suffered from 
violent pains in the limbs and side. The disease spread also among 
the white settlers in our vicinity, attacking more especially the chil- 
dren. We attributed it to the mildness of the winter and the want 
of snow. 

18th, was the funeral of our Indian Brother Matthew, who had 
happily departed this lite in the night of the 16th, the husband of 
our Sister Lucia, and son-in-law of the helper Zacharias. He was 
born on Grand river, and was descended from the Shawano nation. 
April 6, 1817, he was baptized by Brother Denke here in New 
Fairfield, and partook for the first time of the holy communion, Sep- 
tember 12th, of the year following. He led a quiet and retired life, 
and it was evident that the Holy Spirit was labouring in his heart, 
producing gradually the necessary knowledge of himself as a sinner, 
and establishing him on the all-sufficient merits of Jesus. In many 
respects his walk was unexceptionable, and he was beloved not only 
by the inhabitants of our town, but also by the neighbouring whites, 
on account of his inoffensive character; but he could not at all times 
withstand the temptation to strong liquor. Whenever he was led 
to the commission of any thing sinful, through inadvertency and un- 
faithfulness, he confessed his faults, and sought forgiveness of the 
same from his Saviour. About a year ago, being in a state of in- 
toxication, he made himself guilty of another very grievous offence, 
and was in consequence excluded from the communion. It could how- 
ever he observed, that he continued to put his trust in his Saviour, 
especially during his last illness. . In the spring of 1824, he suffer- 
ed a serious injury in his left side by a fall, which increased the pain 
in his breast that he had already felt before that time, so that he 
could no longer work, nor maintain himself by the chase. Being, 
however, not confined to his house, he indulged the hope of recovery. 
Last November, on his return from a visit to his relations in the 
Upper Monsy town, his disease assumed a more alarming character. 
He therefore requested a visit from Brother Luckenbach, and con- 
versed with him very freely concerning his past life. Being ques- 
tioned as to his faith and confidence in the Saviour, and whether he 
could resign himself unto him, whatever the issue of his disease 
might be, he answered: ‘‘I cannot deny, that at times a thought 
will rise, tempting me to have recourse to the methods of the 
heathen, but when I consider, that by so doing I should deprive 
myself of my portion in the Saviour, and should lose my poor soul, I 
reject such an insinuation, and resolve to yield myself with soul and ‘ 
body to him, who has created and redeemed me, although, on ac- 
count of my rising family, I could wish to live longer.” He also ex- 
pressed his gratitude to the Lord for having preserved him from a 
participation in the superstitious ceremonies, instituted by his rela- 
tions, for his recovery, during his last visit tothem. From this time 
he appeared to be'very happy, and perfectly resigned to the Lord’s 
will. On one occasion he remarked: “I have laid down all my sins 
at the feet of Jesus, and he may now do with me, as seemeth good 
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to him. I feel very thankful that he has shown to me in this world 
the great favour, to hear his word, and by baptism to be washed of 
my sins. It is true, I have since often strayed from him, and have 
been a servant of sin, but he has not cast me away from him, and I 
trust he will receive me, and graciously regard me a poor sinner; and 
then I, an unworthy Indian, will also be admitted to the company of 
the just made perfect.”” He was much delighted by a dream, which 
he had some time after, which he related in these words: “ 1 dreamt 
I was removed to heaven, and upon my arrival a man met me, and 
told me, that I could not be admitted, as I were too unclean. The 
man then set about washing me from the head to the feet, and I was 
astonished at the quantity of filth which was on my body. Having 
been perfectly cleansed, the man assumed a very friendly coun- 
tenance, and informed me, that now, being clean, I might enter; 
and as I observed him closely, I found that it was my Saviour him- 
self who had done this to me.” He was very much concerned for 
his three children, the eldest of whom was only eleven years of age; 
often prayed for them, that the Saviour would keep them united 
with himself and his congregation, and admonished them to show 
obedience to their teachers and their mother, and to follow the 
directions of the word of God to their dying day. The 14th instant 
his speedy dissolution being expected, the last blessing was impart- 
edtohim. He continued however yet two days, suffering extreme 
pain, for the most part delirious, but to his end trusting in Jesus; 
when his soul was released, and conveyed to the Redeemer’s arms, 
as a trophy of his blood from among the heathen. 
about 37 years. 

February 2d, Brother and Sister Luckenbach, accompanied by the 
helper Christiana and her son Christian, went to the settlement of 
the whites, about ten miles down the river, to visit some sick per- 
sons, who had expressed a desire to converse with them, among 
whom was a man, who by a fall from the height of about one and a 
half story had been so severely injured, that his life was despaired 
of. They spent the night at the sick-bed of a woman appearing to 
be near her end, holding out to her the consolations of the gospel, 
and returned the next day. 

9th, Brother Luckenbach was sent for by the aforementioned in- 
dividual in the settlement, who seemed to be fast approaching his 
dissolution. He said, that he had suffered great distress of soul, and 
could find no comfort, that he was now convinced of his folly in hav- 
ing deferred too long the care for his immortal soul; yet he felt grate- 
ful to the Lord, for having granted him a season, in which he could 
reflect upon the things belonging to his peace. He further stated, 
that he had never been united with any religious denomination, but 
now desired to become a member of the Brethren’s church. He ex- 
pressed a believing hope, that the Saviour, for the sake of his blood 
and death, would receive him to happiness, though he had been a 
great sinner and had sadly mispent his time on earth. He was then 
given to understand, that we, being missionaries to the Indians, re- 
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ceived no white people into church-fellowship with us, and that, 
moreover, his departure being near, it could be a matter of little 
moment to him, as he would soon have the happiness to join the 
church above, if he closely adhered in faith to our crucified God and 
Saviour. This declaration satisfied him, he took leave of all his re- 
lations, and requested that a prayer might be offered up in his be- 
half. When Brother Luckenbach left him next morning, he was 
almost speechless, but testified by his looks his readiness to depart. 
He died in the night of the 11th. Having particularly requested 
Brother Luckenbach to preach his funeral sermon, he again went 
there on the 12th, and discoursed to those who had assembled on 
this occasion, in Christopher Arnold’s house, where the deceased had 
died. The roads being very bad in consequence of much rain, and 
the inmates of the house desiring Brother Luckenbach to stay with 
them over night, he embraced the opportunity to conduct family 
worship in the evening, and to press upon old and young the neces- 
sity of considering the salvation of their souls. Having on the follow- 
ing morning visited another sick person, read a chapter out of the 
bible to her, and prayed with her, he returned home. 

15th, after the morning meeting, the communicants were especial- 
ly convened, to inform them of the Lord’s supper, to be celebrated 
onthe 19th. Inthe subsequent days we conversed individually with 
all the communicants. Their declarations testified of the continued 
gracious work of the holy spirit in their hearts, producing generally 
a sense of their short comings, and an earnest desire, to live more to 
the glory of the Saviour, who bought them with his own blood. An 
aged sister, Ann Elizabeth, who has been ailing for some years 
already, and appears to be in a decline, expressed herself in this 
manner: ‘‘I am subject to many fluctuations in my heart. Often- 
times I feel quite depressed and comfortless, when I think the Sa- 
viour has cast me away, because I enjoy no longer my former happi- 
ness, but constantly see so much wickedness within me. At the 
same time I am convinced of my total inability to help myself, as evil 
thoughts are always arising in my mind, which causes me to mourn 
and to ask, whether there is no change to be expected, and I must 
continue to my end, to be such a poor sinful creature. The sense of 
my great poverty and sinfulness at times makes me fear that I shall 
be lost in the end. Then I also reflect upon others who used to be 
my good friends, but now, when I am sick, scarcely ever come to see 
me, and when | lie in solitude upon my couch, bad thoughts collect 
in my heart, troubling me and making me unhappy; but I know of 
no other comfort, except the Saviour, I wish to remain with him, 
and to be his own, &c.”’ 

In these days of unusual mild weather for this season, favourable 
for sugar boiling, many of our Indians left our place to attend to this 
business. 

18th, a methodist preacher, Mr. Griffith, paid us a visit, and ad- 
dressed the Indians, who had come in from their sugar places, in 
our church, from the text: Rom. viii. 14. ‘‘ As many as are led by 
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the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” After service he pro 

secuted his journey down the river, expecting to preach in the even- 
ing, six miles from here. We have repeatedly enjoyed the pleasure 
of this gentleman’s visits, and once before now he has preached here. 
In this manner an opportunity is offered to the Indians to hear other 
preachers, and to be persuaded that the various denominations of 
Christians have one and the same doctrine of salvation. 

19th, we sacramentally partook of the body and blood of our Re- 
deemer, and on this occasion an Indian Sister, Ann Maria, was re- 
admitted. 

Sunday 20th, Brother Luckenbach preached from Matthew iv. 
i—11. Brother Haman rode to the house of Mr. Hubble and de- 
livered a discourse there. 

March 9th, we received information that some wolves had attacked 
a cow, quite near a sugar hut of our Indians, and torn her to pieces, 
before assistance could be rendered. Only one wolf was seen, whom 
the Indians shot at, but missed. This was the third case of the kind, 
in the space of one week, and the loss was incurred every time by 
such of our people as had but one cow. 

Sunday 13th, Brother Luckenbach preached in Mr. Hubble’s 
house, in the settlement, to between twenty and thirty persons, and 
then attended a class-meeting of the Methodists. 

2ist. The wolves continue to make great depredations, coming 
even quite near to our town; they have destroyed among our cattle, 
three heifers and three sheep, and so mangled one of the work-oxen, 
that his life could be preserved with difficulty. The white settlers 
also suffer greatly from them, and measures are adopted for their 
destruction, the price of eight dollars is offered for a scalp. Our 
hunters turned out in a body, but only killed one. The superstitious 
notions of the Indians make them loath to shoot these animals, as 
they conceit that thereby their fire arms are injured, and good luck 
fails to attend them thereafter. 

26th, the children had a prayer-day, in reference to which they 
had been spoken to on the preceding days. Both in the morning 
meeting and in the lovefeast; we were pleased to observe a greater 
degree of silence and attention, than is usually manifested by them, in 
this season of the sugar crop, when, being almost constantly in the 
woods, they are under little restraint. We were permitted to hope, 
that the friend of children, who laid down his life for his lambs, 
graciously looked on them, and blessed their hearts. 

Sunday 27th, the Indians came very numerously from their sugar 
places, to hear the history of the Passion-week, which we com- 
menced reading to-day, after having prayed for new blessings and open 
hearts. On the subsequent days we continued in the usual order. 

30th, after reading the history of Wednesday, the communicants 
met to remember in the washing of feet, the condescending example 
of our Saviour, designed for the furtherance of mutual love among 
his followers. 

31st, (Maundy Thursday,) all our Indian brethren and sisters came 
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into the town to celebrate the festival season. In the evening the 
whole congregation assembled to meditate on the soul’s anguish of 
Jesus in Gethsemane, and we all united in rendering to our mediator 
and Redeemer our unworthy praises for his bloody sweat, meritorious 
for poor sinners. After this meeting the communicants partook of 
the Lord’s Supper; two Indian sisters were confirmed, and then en- 
joyed this highest good for the first time. 

April 1st, (Good Friday,) we dwelt upon the history of this holy 
day, in four meetings, gratefully remembering the death of Jesus, as 
the only source of happiness for time and eternity. 

2d. According to custom we received the voluntary contributions 
in sugar of our people, old and young, amounting to 280 pounds, de- 
signed to defray the expenses of the several lovefeasts through the 
year. In the afternoon we had a lovefeast, and meditated on the 
meritorious rest of Jesus in the grave, and the cheering hope of a 
glorious resurrection. 

On Easter morning, at the break of day, we assembled with our 
congregation in the church, and having prayed a part of the Easter 
Litany, we proceeded to our burying ground, where we prayed the 
remainder, and remembered the two brethren and eight children, 
who had departed this life since last Easter. After some time we 
met again to read the history of our Lord’s resurrection; at the usual 
hour Brother Luckenbach preached on the subject of the day, and in 
the evening we made a solemn conclusion of these festival days. 

15th, and the following days, our people set out on their way to 
Malden, after having been earnestly admonished to avoid the crimes 
usually incidental to such a journey, to keep Jesus always in view, 
and not to forget that they were called after the name of Christ, and 
dwelt together here, for the purpose, that they should renounce 
heathenism, and live to the Saviour. 

17th, Brother Haman preached at Mr. Hubble’s. 

Sunday 24th, was the funeral of the Indian Brother Gabriel. He 
was born in the year, 1797, in Old Fairfield, and baptized by Brother 
Zeisberger. He so improved the instruction given in our school, 
that he was able to read the Delaware language with tolerable 
fluency, and write a little. At the age of nineteen years, April 14, 
1816, he was received into the congregation, and the following year 
entered the state of matrimony with the single Indian sister Rachel. 
For some time his conduct was pretty quiet and irreproachable. 
But some years ago he made himself guilty of gross excesses, and 
had to be expelled from the congregation. This measure, instead 
of humbling him, excited his enmity, and he obstinately continued in 
his sinful practices. About eighteen months since he began to com- 
plain of indisposition, incurable ulcers formed on his body, and chiefly 
on his back, producing increasing debility. Instead of seriously re- 

flecting upon his situation in these circumstances, and seeking help 
from the only physician for soul and body, upon the advice of his 
superstitious connexions, he had recourse to the sorcerers, who of 
course were unable to cure him, but on the contrary robbed him of 
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the little he possessed. Finally, however, he made application to 
the Saviour, who alone could help him, and although his body was 
doomed to death, we have the hope that his soul has been saved. 
Some days previous to his death, he requested that the history of 
of Christ’s sufferings in Gethsemane and on the cross, might be read 
to him. He admonished his friends, diligently to go to meeting, and 
to abide by the word of God, that they might die happy, when their 
time shall come. He said, that he felt no particular assurance of 
his salvation, but yet desired, and could hope, that the Saviour would 
in mercy receive him. He was perfectly sensible to his end, and 
departed very gently, during the singing of some verses, and the re- 
ception of the last blessing, aged 28 years. 

In conclusion we salute all our dear brethren and sisters, and 
friends, c6Ommending ourselves, with our cause, to their faithful re- 
membrance and earnest prayers before the throne of grace. 

ABRAHAM LUCKENBACH, 
ADAM HAMAN. 


BIOGRAPHY 
OF OUR LATE BROTHER CHARLES RENATUS HICKS, 
Second principal chief of the Cherokee nation, 


Who departed this life, January 20th, 1827, at Fortville, in the 
Cherokee country. 


Ovr late Brother was born, December 23, 1767, at Thamaatly, on 
the Highwassee river. His father was a white trader in the nation, 
and his mother a half Indian. In his youth, in consequence of a 
cold, an abscess formed in his leg, which induced him to go to 
South Carolina to be cured, where, under the blessing of God, he 
was happily restored. In the house of his host he acquired some 
knowledge of the first rudiments of science, which proved afterwards 
of essential service to him, when called to public offices in the na- 
tion. At that period already, as he often testified, he felt, when 
reading the bible, good impressions on his heart, which were never 
obliterated. In process of time he married, and lived very happily 
with his wife, the surviving widow, our Sister Ann Felicitas. Their 
union was blessed by God with five sons and three daughters, all of 
whom, together with nine grandchildren, are yet living. Being an 
upright man, possessed of a good understanding, and well acquainted 
with the English language, he was early employed in transacting na- 
tional concerns. Thirty years ago he served in the capacity of an 
interpreter in the negociation carried on between the Cherokees and 
the United States’ government. Many years he filled the office of 
Secretary in the nation. In the year 1817, he was chosen second 
principal chief, and conducted the most important affairs of the na- 
tion with great fidelity and perseverance, assisted by the first princi- 
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pal chief, Pathkiller, who, thirteen days before him was also removed 
by death. The first acquaintance of the Brethren with him was 
formed on a visit, undertaken by the Brethren Abraham Steiner and 
Frederick Christian von Schweinitz from Salem, North Carolina, to 
the Cherokee country. Brother Steiner he ever after loved and 
esteemed as a friend. After the mission in Spring-Place had been 
commenced in the year 1801, he visited the missionaries from time 
to time, and proved himself to be their faithful friend. The gospel 
truths, as they were taught there, chiefly by Brother Gambold and 
his late wife, whom he always valued as his spiritual parents, and 
the instruments in the hands of God for his conversion, found en- 
trance into his heart, and in him confirmed the truth that they are 
the power of God unto salvation, to every one that believeth. The 
word of the cross became precious to his soul, and in August, 1812, 
he made known to Brother Gambold his desire to be baptized. His 
wish was granted, April the 8th of the following year, when said 
Brother had the gratification to administer to him this sacred or- 
dinance. September 7, 1814, having previously been confirmed in 
his baptismal covenant, he partook of the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper for the first time. Since his conversion he was deeply con- 
cerned for the salvation of his countrymen, and earnestly prayed for 
them at the throne of grace. The missionary establishments in the 
nation, were objects of his highest regard, and it was his delight to 
be of service tothem. At the same time he did not forbear, as op- 
portunities offered, to bear his own testimony concerning the atone- 
ment, and to direct his brethren to the Saviour for the remission of 
their sins, and his testimony has not been without effect. 

When he observed that civilization and christianity, that is, genuine 
faith in Christ Jesus and him crucified, and a consequent change of 
heart, went hand in hand, and progressed, he was highly delighted, 
and never was he happier than when he heard of the success of the 
gospel ia the nation. But of this truth he was perfectly convinced, 
that civilization without true christianity, is of little moment. 

He was endowed with a sound and correct judgment, and by 
means of his public offices, and much reading, he had acquired 
an usual fund of practical knowledge. The doctrines of Salvation, 
contained in the word of God, he understood well, and knew how to 
apply them to his own heart. He discharged the duties of his sta- 
tion as second principal chief with uncommon faithfulness and assi- 
duity, even at the risk of his, at all times, feeble constitution. In all 
deliberations he investigated the subject thoroughly, was not hasty in 
his conclusions, and generally gave a correct decision. In important 
cases his advice was almost universally sought. The services which 
he has rendered to his nation, will always be remembered, and long 
will the Cherokees speak of him as of a great and good man. About 
eight years ago national affairs caused him to go to Washington, the 
seat of government of the United States, and his exertions there 
were crowned with success. But on this journey, through a cold 
which he took, the abscess on his leg again appeared, and from that 
VoL. 1. 51 
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time forward he enjoyed few days of health. During the last six 

years of his life he could visit but twice here in Spring-Place; the 

first time on the occasion of the funeral of his beloved niece, our late 

sister Margaret Ann Crutchfield, October 22, 1820, and again, Au- 

gust the 12th of last year, when three persons received holy baptism. 

We visited him as often as circumstances permitted, in Fortville, 

and administered to him the holy communion on such occasions, 
which always refreshed him, and drew from him the most feeling 
expressions of gratitude, Last autumn he attended the council in 
Newtown for the last time. On his way home he was obliged to 
encamp a night in the woods, when he took fresh cold, after which 
his strength decreased daily, and his complaint assumed the charac- 
ter of adropsy. He at length was confined to his bed altogether, 
and suffered very severe pain. Two days before his death, being 
visited by our Cherokee Brother Samuel, after he had saluted him, 
he addressed him as follows: ‘‘ Brother, I am glad to see you once 
more; my time, it appears, is expired and I must depart; I am not 
afraid to die, for I know that my Redeemer liveth, I know whom I 
have believed, and that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day. I trust in Jesus’ merits and his 
blood, I am his, and he will receive me, a poor sinner; we must all 
die, we have all to travel the same road, dust we are, and to dust 
we must return, this is God’s appointment; if we believe in Jesus 
Christ, the son of God, who came into the world to save sinners, 
and ask of him the forgiveness of our sins, our souls after death 
come to him, and we inherit eternal life. The time is approaching 
when our mortal bodies shall be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
&c.” After this our late Brother grew weaker, till he gently fell 
asleep, January 20th, at 2 o’clock in the morning, in the 60th year 
of his age. According to his particular request his body was brought 
to Spring-Place on the 22d, and having been set down before the 
church, Major Ridge delivered an impressive exhortation to those 
assembled, concluding with the wish, that all present would follow 
the foot steps of this good man, who is now with God. Brother 
Smith then spoke a discourse in the church, upon the doctrinal text 
of the day of our Brother’s departure, the 20th, being John xvii. 2, 
in connexion with Luke x. 42. After the Sermon we accompanied 
the corpse to our burying ground, where it was interred in the man- 
ner usual in the Brethren’s church. Our prayer to the Saviour was, 
that he would grant us grace, to remain in close communion with 
him, and to live in reliance upon his merits, till our work here below 
be completed, and he call us from this vale of tears to his heavenly 
kingdom. i 


Extract from the Diary of the Synod of the Brethren’s Church, held 
at Herrnhut, from May 30th to August 13th, 1825. 


Amone the variety of their deliberations, the Synod devoted a 
particular attention to the church of the Waldenses in the valleys of 
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Piedmont, that section of the evangelical church, which being the 
oldest witness of the gospel truth, had already been in close con- 
nexion with the ancient church of the Brethren just springing into 
existence—400 years before the reformation. This old acquaint- 
ance had been renewed prior to the Synod of 1818, by visits from 
the two Brethren Merillat in those parts and by a visit from Mr. 
Peter Appia, a Waldensic merchant, to Herrnhut, in 1824. 

A letter that had come to hand immediately before the commence- 
ment of the Synod from the chief clergyman of the Waldensic 
churches in the valley of Piedmont, addressed to the Elders of the 
Brethren’s Unity at Herrnhut, proved therefore highly acceptable. 
Its contents are as follows: 


Most REVEREND BRETHREN IN Jesus Curist! 

Having understoud from Mr. Peter Appia, whom we had sent last 
year on a tour through Germany, for the purpose of endeavouring to 
collect funds among our Christian Brethren towards the building of a 
hospital, that your Synod was expected to meet during the present 
month, I have deemed it to be my duty to embrace this opportunity, 
thus kindly afforded to me by the Lord, of re-establishing that union 
betwixt you and us, which ought never to have suffered an interrup 
tion. 

A number both of actual members and of friends of your religious 
society have at different times honoured us with a visit, and every 
time their stay among us has proved a blessing to us, leaving an 
awakening or else edifying impression upon more than one soul. 
There is not one amongst us, that did not perceive in them a most 
ardent desire to promote the glory of our common Lord; and this 
being the mark set before us all to aim at, there is not a soul among 
us that would not wish to be just as happy in this particular, as those 
dear Brethren of the Unity. 

It is but lately that Mr. Appia wrote to me, that he had the plea- 
sure of seeing you in your chief town; and what he there saw, has 
confirmed him in the high opinion he entertained of your society. 
He has likewise assured me that your love to our congregations is 
far from being extinguished. Encouraged by this assurance, I re- 
quest you to continue to favour us with it. Your forefathers and 
ours, have been faithful confessors of the name of Christ; they have 
fought the good fight of faith at the risk of their lives and property; 
but unto us it is given by the grace of God to confess this faith freely 
and openly. But herein you have the advantage over us, that with 
this faith you have been able to maintain its pledge and defence, the 
discipline of the church. Local and other circumstances we had to 
encounter, have prevented our full retention thereof; still we strive 
to keep up the light of the gospel in its purity and to show it forth 
by a godly walk and conversation. Can this be done without aid 
from above? We urgently solicit you to pray to God for this assist- 
ance with and for us. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. Prav, dear Brethren, to the giver of all gracr 
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afid of every perfect gift—pray to Him for your brethren in the Wal- 
densic valleys. Their temporal prosperity appears to be augment- 
ing through the interest which the Protestant churches and even the 
Russian monarch have taken therein. Our purpose of founding a 
hospital, which many had considered a mere dream, is fast ripening 
to its consummation, and with this advantage, the possession of which 
we hope soon to obtain, others in a short time are likely to be asso- 
ciated. 

Once more we beseech you to assist us by your prayers, that we 
be not dazzled by the vanities of this world, nor deprived of our high 
calling unto life eternal, purchased for us by Jesus Christ. The 
distance separating us from you, most reverend brethren, prevents 
our seeing and imitating your good example; but that Lord, before 
whom time and space vanish, will hear your prayers and ours. And 
in case you should favour us with a tew lines, vur congregations, on 
being informed of the love you bear to them and of your brotherly 
exhortations, will from hence derive a beneficial edification. In the 
mean time accept, most reverend Brethren, the hand of brotherly 
fellowship which we offer to you, and the assurance of regard and 
affectionate attachment which I have the honour to present to you, as 

Your most devoted servant and Brother in Jesus Christ, 
P. BERT. 
La Tour, Luzerne valley, May 4, 1825 


The Synod charged Brother Peter Curie, in their name, to answer 
this affectionate and brotherly address. A wish was expressed in 
consequence of this letter, that our visits to the Waldensic vallies 
might become more frequent, to effect which purpose it was thought 
our ministers labouring in the South of France and on the borders 
of Switzerland would be best qualified; but without a still more posi- 
tive inducement at hand, the Synod did uot think proper to pass any 
resolutions to that effect. 


BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR 
OF BROTHER CHARLES GOTTHOLD REICHEL, 
Bishop of the United Brethren’s Church, who departed this life at Niesky, 

April 18, 1825. : 
(WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.) 


{ was born July 14, 1751, at Hermsdorf, near Goerlitz. My 
father, Charles Rudolph Reichel, who was Lutheran minister at 
Hermsdorf, subsequently more generally known as Pastor of the 
church at Neukirch, near Bautzen, and my mother Eleonora Sophia, 
by maiden name Mueller, had already, prior to my birth, dedicated 
me to the Lord with many tears, and after I had entered upon this 
mortal stage they daily repeated the same with increasing concern 
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Nothing lay so near to their hearts as to give me such an education 
as would screen me against the seductions of the world, and intro- 
duce me to an acquaintance with the Saviour in the prime of life. 
They hoped to accomplish their purpose more readily by placing me 
in a seminary of the Brethren then flourishing at Gross Hennersdorf, 
My mother accordingly took me there in November, 1755; and hav- 
ing once overcome the pangs of separation, I spent my youthful days 
very happy, and what I daily heard concerning the Saviour’s love, 
proved a blessing to my heart. Yet my fickle and volatile disposi- 
tion even at that tender age already proved an obstacle to the work 
of God’s Spirit in my heart, and robbed me of many réligious joys. 
I manifested a great inclination for learning, which rendered the 
commencement of every new study easy and pleasant. Subsequently 
however I frequently grew careless and did not make that progress 
I had at first expected, which often threw me into an ill humour. 

In 1764 I entered the seminary at Niesky. Many things that have 
led other poor mortals astray in their youth, I happily remained 
ignorant of; still I became sufficiently aware that I was a sinner and 
excessively prone to all manner of evil’ Subsequently reflecting 
more on my state and condition and finding abundant cause for grief 
over myself, I often prayed fervently to our Saviour to favour me 
with a participation of the holy communion, fondly hoping by this 
means to be delivered of that depravity which I now felt as an in- 
ereasing burden. 

April 26, 1766, I was admitted to the Lord’s table and there ex- 
perienced an inexpressible bliss, while communing with my Saviour. 
Notwithstanding, I soon discovered that I was a poor sinner, alive to 
every species of sin, and often turning a deaf ear to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit. I now began to flatter myself that with maturer years 
I should be less subject to these vicissitudes and less exposed to the 
danger of straying from the good Shepherd. By degrees, however, 
I came to consider the idea of such a state of a child of God which 
precludes every vestige of sin and misery, to be a mere conceit, flat- 
tering indeed the ease and pride of man, because he thereby hopes 
to escape the necessity of frequently presenting himself before God 
as a sinner, and to be exonerated from the duty of self-examination; 
but exposing himself on the other hand to the danger of a total loss 
of communion with Jesus. Often have I thanked the Lord, and I still 
thank him with many tears, since the matter has appeared more 
clear to me, that the way he has prescribed for us in the purspit of 
salvation, is of such a nature as to afford us constant proofs of our 
weakness and insufficiency to advance without divine assistance, 
while He offers to be our guide, so that we can. yet keep good 
courage notwithstanding the feeling of our infirmity, if we only take 
care to hold fast the hand that leads us and do not venture a single 
step in our own strength. I further learnt to value it as a peculiar 
mercy of the Lord that he had united me with the Brethren’s 
church, and frequently, on reviewing my past life, I could hardly 
conceive, how I should have been able to escape the numerous 
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temptations of the world, had I been compelled to associate with 
her. 

Added to this practical experience I had the most desirable oppor- 
tunity of acquiring much excellent and useful knowledge, which in 
many respects I endeavoured to turn to account, but in others did 
not always employ in the most profitable manner. 

In April, 1771, I entered the Theological seminary at Barby, on 
which occasion I made a new surrender of myself to my Saviour. 
Hitherto I had known but little of the world and its ways. But now 
I began to see that the whole world lieth in wickedness. Being 
ardently bent upon a thorough study of the holy scriptures, I read a 
variety of books, by means of which I learnt to trace those by-paths 
which many have struck into, while searching the scriptures. 1] 
clearly saw I too might stray from the right path, if I depended in 
the least on my own judgemnt and reason, and did not constantly 
submit to be taught and led as a child by the Holy Spirit. It is to 
this faithful teacher, who, on so many occasions, particularly while 
reading the holy scriptures and in the meetings of God’s children, 
revealed Jesus to me as my Redeemer, my Lord and God, my most 
faithful and tender friend, that I am indebted for this grace, that 
rising mists of unbelief have never obscured the truths of the gospel 
in my soul, and that the latter have become brighter and brighter, 
more intelligible and a more exquisite relish to my heart. 

During my stay in the seminary the following circumstances exer- 
cised a great influence upon my whole demeanor and proved a parti- 
cular blessing to me. In the first place I mention the frequent and 
ample correspondence I kept up with my father, from whom my in- 
terrogatories and candid confessions elicited many useful remarks. 
It was through his agency that I was forewarned against taking many 
mis-steps, and his example often excited me most powerfully to ac- 
count all things but loss for the sake of winning Christ and to be 
found in him. Truly the prayers of my father and the tears of my 
mother have been graciously regarded by our Saviour and have 
proved to me a fountain of the purest blessings. In the second place, 
the friendly and intimate conversation I cultivated with my dear 
uncle, the late bishop John Frederick Reichel, proved of great ad- 
vantage tome. In him I found a most faithful friend who was most 
tenderly concerned for my welfare, and with whom I could converse 
freely and without reserve about my studies, the concerns of my soul 
and any thing that preyed upon my mind. When involved in trouble 
and perplexity on account of my own state, his advice often acted 
as a healing balm upon my heart, and his admonitions, deduced from 
his own experience were so much to the purpose, that his love and 
fidelity will ever live in my memory. My intercourse with the 
members of the Unity’s Elders’ Conference, who then resided at 
Barby, proved a further source of profit and instruction to me; and 
finally it was a great matter of thankfulness that the Lord favoured 
me with several trusty friends among my fellow-students, with whom 
T could entertain a confidential exchange of sentiments and partici- 
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pate in their griefs and joys. The Saviour smiled on our Christian 
fellowship and we were reciprocally a comfort and encouragement to 
one another. 

My academical course being terminated, I was appointed, agree- 
ably to my wishes, to labour as a teacher in the boy’s academy at 
Niesky. The eighteen months I spent there, were fraught with 
many peculiar blessings for me. I was fondly attached to the youth 
entrusted to my care, and my whole endeavour was to render myself 
useful tothem. Their love to me in return, united me still more 
closely to their interests, and it was a great gratification to me, to 
commend them diligently in prayer to the Lord and to crave His 
blessing upon my weak endeavours. The oppportunity here afford- 
ed of bearing a public testimony to the Saviour’s love in the congre- 
gation, as well as in several pulpits in the neighbourhood, proved a 
great blessing to me, and served to excite in me a more ardent de- 
sire to have the precious truth of scripture more deeply impressed 
upon my own heart, because I never wished to preach any doctrine 
to which my heart could not yield assent from a living experience. 

It was a great trial to me to give up my office as teacher in the 
academy, when after the Synod of 1775, I was called to Barby to 
assist in taking down sermons in short-hand, and compiling the 
various reports and accounts of our church. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, when at Easter, 1777, I was desired to return to Niesky to 
become the assistant of our late Brother Zembach, inspector of the 
seminaries there, I felt a much greater averseness than real impulse 
to accept the call. This put my faith to a severe test, whether I 
would assent to something that was contrary to my inclination, out 
of love to my Saviour. However, the result of many blessed 
conversations I had at that time with my unseen Friend invariably 
was: ‘‘Do what thou wilt with me—if I am but prepared a ves- 
sel fit for thee!”” so that I was enabled cheerfully to accept the 
station. My unbelief was greatly put to the blush, and at the 
very outset upon my new career I found abundant reason to ask 
my Saviour’s pardon for not having trusted him more implicitly. 
Still this station brought on many sore trials affecting soul and 
body; among others, that very year I had a severe attack of the 
gout, in consequence of an unpleasant accident and a dreadful 
fright I had endured. While labouring under this painful disorder, 
nothing comforted me so effectually, as that saying of St. Paul: “ All 
things work together for good unto them that love God.” A new 
school-house being built in 1778, I was appointed superintendant of 
the building under the direction of Brother von Marschall and there- 
by had an opportunity of acquiring a considerable fund of knowledge 
in temporal concerns. ‘That same year I also became a member of 
the Elders’ Conference and secretary in the college of overseers. 
Under this accumulation of business, I obtained clearer views than 
ever I had, of my imperfection and sinfulness; but at the same time 
experienced many proofs of the patience and assistance of my Saviour. 
Frequently I felt extremely wretched and miserable. When in such 
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a frame of mind i was called to bear a testimony coricerning Him, 
He strengthened me so effectually that I was astonished at His con- 
descension and grace. It was no less encouraging to me to witness 
the powerful work of the Spirit of God on the hearts of our pupils, 
and many a singularly blessed day that I spent in this noble nursery 
of the Lord I shall ever remember with gratitude. 

In August, 1780, 1 was appointed to act as recording secretary to 
the Unity’s Elders’ Conference, and at that time entered the holy 
state of matrimony with the single sister Anna Dorothea Maass of 
Gnadenfrey. At the very first conversation we had together, our 
hearts melted and flowed together in the love of Jesus. During our 
stay at Barby, our union was blest with two children; one daughter, 
Sophia Dorothea, now married to Brother C. F. Seidel at Bethlehem, 
and one son, Charles Frederick, at present Pastor and Director of the 
Seminary at Fulnec. We afterwards had four sons more at Naza- 
reth, two of whom departed in early youth. The two surviving oes 
are: Gotthold Benjamin, assistant minister and principal of the se- 
minary at Salem, North Carolina, and Samuel Rudolph, assistant 
minister and principal of the seminary at Fairfield, (England.) Of 
these four children I have lived to see twelve grandchildren, of 
whom nine are yet living. In regard to our children we could testify 
from our own happy experience, that the Lord more particularly 
hears those prayers which parents put up in behalf of their children; 
yea, that he exceeds our prayers and expectations. 

During my last stay at Barby I was charged with drawing up a 
geographical compendium for the use of our schools, which proved a 
very agreeable task tome. In 1782, I attended the sessions of the 
Synod held at Berthelsdorf and acted as one of their recorders. 
Two days of this Synod I shall never forget; the 15th of August, when 
I partook of the Holy Communion with the Herrnhut congregation, 
and all the members of the Synod, in the church at Berthelsdorf, 
under a most heart-melting perception of Jesus’ presence; and the 
2ist of October, when with seven other brethren, Bishop John de 
Watteville ordained me to be a deacon of the Brethren’s church; 
which solemn act was immediately succeeded by the holy com- 
munion, when once more the peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, was most signally and blissfully felt by all the servants and 
handmaids of the Lord that were present on the occasion. 

In February, 1783, I received a call as minister of the congrega- 
tion at Nazareth, Pennsylvania, and as director of a seminary about 
to be established there. It was not, however, before July, 1784, 
that. we could obey this call, after I had been previously ordained a 
Presbyter of the Brethren’s church by Brother Spangenberg. On 
our journey to Hamburg near Uelzen, we experienced a memorable 
preservation. Our heavy laden wagon on which we sat, sunk so deep 
into the loose quicksand on the shore of the river, that we had to 
dismount in haste and lift the children out, as a few steps further we 
should have been precipitated with goods, wagon, and all, into the 
river. Only with very great ado we suevteeded in working the 
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goods out of the sand. This preservation of our lives, as well as the 
escape of our little ones from the small pox then raging in the city 
of Uelzen, when each of us carrying one of them in our arms into 
city, were not a little terrified at seeing so many children in front of 
the houses labouring under that disorder, excited in our hearts the 
most lively emotions of gratitude to the Lord. On our voyage we 
experienced a number of preservations; once during a violent storm 
in the Spanish sea, when the second mate, while going to draw in the 
sails, fell into the sea and perished; again, when during a hurricane near 
the American coast, our vessel was thrown upon her beam ends, but 
soon after righted again. One of the greatest trials we underwent 
was, when the captain, after cruising four weeks along the coast and 
making repeated fruitless attempts to enter the Delaware, announced 
to us, that he found himself reduced to the necessity of sailing for 
the West Indies. This information threw us into the greatest dis- 
tress, chiefly on account of our children, and cost us many a tear, 
Already were we reduced to a scantier allowance of provisions and 
water. How great was our joy therefore when the very day the 
captain had already altered his course, the wind shifted in our favour, 
so that in a few days we were enabled to enter the river and arrived 
in safety at Philadelphia. Thirty years after this, I enjoyed the 
uncommon satisfaction to meet this captain again, who had been re- 
markably attentive to us during the passage, and to find in him a 
lover of the Lord Jesus. Two years after, he went home to our Lord 
as a pardoned sinner. 

During the whole of my labours at Nazareth and in the surround- 
ing congregations, I experienced the peculiar support of our Saviour, 
both in the discharge of ministerial and other official duties. I was 
frequently favoured to preach the word of life with an animated 
heart to attentive congregations in several neighbouring Lutheran 
and Reformed churches, as well as in private dwellings and barns, 
chiefly on funeral occasions. Returning home one day from such an 
excursion I experienced a remarkable preservation of my life, when 
falling from the horse on a very stony road, my foot hung in the 
stirrup and I was dragged more than twenty paces along the ground. 
Fortunately, however, the horse moved at a slow pace, while I hung 
in the stirrup, so that I escaped with a slight contusion on the head. 
The horse which presently after ran off at full gallop, being caught 
by one of our brethren, half a mile ahead, I was enabled to resume 
my journey on horseback, highly grateful, not only for the preserva- 
tion of my life, but also for this circumstance, that my family were 
saved a needless apprehension which they would have suffered, if the 
horse had returned without his rider. 

The commencement and continuation of the new seminary at 
Nazareth, and the institution of a Brethren’s Society for the promo- 
tion of the gospel among the heathen, of which I became a member, 
and of which, from 1788 to 1816 I was first elected Vice-President, 
and finally President, were prominent features of my official assi- 
duity. 
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In 1791, the Provincial Helpers’ Conference, of which I was no- 
minated a member in 1785, appointed me to go on a visit to some 
people living in the vicinity of Wyoming on Susquehannah river, 
who were desirous of entering into closer connexion with the 
Brethren’s church. Our Saviour not only assisted me in the preach- 
ing and conversing privately with the people, which I had to do in 
English, a language then not very familiar to me, but likewise 
screened me against all harm and danger on my troublesome journey, 
the road often carrying me through a wild and uncultivated country. 
For whole days we did not meet a single house, so that my fellow- 
traveller and myself generally had to feed our horses near a spring. 
The dangers of our journey were besides not a little increased by the 
hostile intentions of the Indians still residing in those parts. 

After the demise of Brother David Zeisberger in 1798, with whom 
I had served the congregation at Nazareth for thirteen years in col- 
legiate love and friendship, I was further charged with the office of 
Congregation Helper, when I was so happy as to find in my assistant, 
Brother Andrew Busse a faithful colleague, who was well ex- 
perienced in the ways of the Lord In November 1801, I received 
word from the Synod that I had been appointed and approved by our 
Lerd to be a bishop of the Brethren’s church, which, conscious as I 
was of my unworthiness, deeply abased me before him. Soon after 
I received a call to act as Congregation Helper, Pastor, &c. of the 
congregation at Salem. December 6, 1801, I was consecrated a 
bishop by Brother Ettwein, and that same evening was privileged to 
ordain Brother Andrew Benade as a deacon of the Brethren’s church. 
During these solemn acts an awful perception of the divine presence 
pervaded my inmost soul, and I fervently prayed for new strength 
and grace to enable me to approve myself a child and servant of 
God, and to devote all the powers of body and mind cheerfully and 
unreservedly to His glorious service. On my journey to Salem, at 
Graceham, I had the first opportunity of preaching the gospel to a 
large assembly of negroes and of baptizing a coloured infant. 

My stay in North Carolina of nine years continuance proved high- 
ly agreeable tome. Besides attending to the concerns of the Salem 
congregation, I had frequently to visit the surrounding congregations, 
and in unison with my two esteemed colleagues, the Brethren Ben- 
zien and Simon Peter, to superintend the concerns of the missions 
among the Creeks and Cherokees. 

August 15, 1806, it pleased the Lord to take into His eternal rest 
my dearly beloved wife, who in every respect had been a most faith- 
ful helpmate tome. Though she had been ailing for many years, 
and her departure therefore came not unexpected, it still touched 
me to the very quick to see her, after a happy union of more than 
twenty-five years, thus snatched from my side. At the same time I 
felt in a particular manner the greatness of that mercy, when in 
times of grief and trouble we find Jesus to be a most sympathizing 
friend, who heals the wounds He inflicts by His divine. consolations, 
and by the exquisite hope of seeing each other again before His 
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throne, comforts the distressed and dries the tears we weep over the 
loss of those that were near and dear to us. 

In June 1809, I set out on a journey to Pennsylvania with my dear 
children and Brother and Sister Seidel, and was united in holy wed- 
lock, July Sist, at Bethlehem, to Sister Catharine Fetter, labourer 
of the single sisters’ choir at Litiz. In her too I again found a very 
dear, faithful, and valuable partner, to whom I felt myself most ten- 
derly united in the bonds of Jesus. 

January 10, 1811; the Lord blest us with the birth of a son; but 
as it pleased him to take the child to himself immediately after its 
birth, this proved a very sore trial to us. On the very day of its 
funeral, after our return from the graveyard, I received a call from 
the Unity’s Elders’ Conference to become the President of the Penn- 
sylvania Provincial Conference and Congregation Helper and Pastor 
of the congregation at Bethlehem, which I accepted, conscious of my 
unfitness for the charge, yet relying upon the help of the Lord. 
While superintending these concerns, | often felt my poverty and 
and weakness intensely, and found multiplied occasions, particularly 
during the war from 1812 to 1815 to call mightily to the Lord for 
succour, which he did not fail to supply in many instances in a most 
glorious manner. During our six years stay at Bethlehem our hearts 
were gladdened by the birth of two sons, Levin Theodor and Theo- 
philus Christlieb 

Since the commencement of 1815 my health began to fail, and 
continued bodily infirmities depressed my spirits to such a degree, 
and exercised such a deleterious influence upon my memory, that the 
discharge of my official duties lay as a very heavy burden upon me. 
Receiving an invitation in the beginning of 1817 from the Elders’ 
Conference of the Unity, to attend the Synod of 1818, in my official 
capacity, and the physicians admitting that a sea voyage might prove 
beneficial for the restoration of my health, I cheerfully accepted this 

invitation, and before I left Bethlehem, once more made a most 
powerful experience of the Saviour’s assistance in my extreme weak- 
ness, during the sessions of the Provincial Conference held prepara- 
tory to the Synod. 

With a heart deeply affected with the innumerable benefits I had 
received from our dear Lord during my thirty-three years stay in 
America, and at the same time deeply bowed with the conviction of 
countless mistakes and sins of omission, which I had been guilty of, 
(which I pray my Saviour to cover with his precious blood,) after 
taking an affectionate leave of our children and the people of our 
charge, we set sail with our two youngest sons from New York, 
October 16th, and arrived at Liverpool, after a lapse of nineteen 
days, with hearts filled with gratitude to the Lord for our safe and 
speedy passage. After an agreeable stay in several English con- 
gregations, where to my great joy I once more embraced my two 
sons, Charles and Samuel, we travelled in company with the latter 
to Herrnhut, where we arrived safely, May 6, 1818. In younger 
days it had always been the fond wish of my heart, that the Lord 
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would be pleased to call me home, while engaged in actual service; 
but He had otherwise ordained. 

Although my constitution had been in some measure strengthened 
by the voyage, and by my stay with my children in England, yet the 
disorder was not radically cured; wherefore, at the close of the Synod 
of 1818, which had proved to my poor heart a rich and never to be 
forgotten source of blessings, I found myself reduced to the necessity 
of soliciting my discharge. We were very happy to have Niesky 
appointed as our resting place, this spot being peculiarly dear to me 
from my juvenile days, and there being no present separation from 
our children to be dreaded, who were to be placed in the seminary 
there. 

May 20, 1820, it pleased the Lord to take my dear partner to he1 
eternal rest. Although rejoicing at her happy lot to be at home 
with the Lord and to be delivered from her grievous and painful suf- 
ferings of near two years duration, which she had endured with ex- 
emplary patience and resignation to the will of the Lord, still a 
renewed separation from a dearly beloved and highly esteemed 
partner, grieved me excessively and I could not forbear shedding 
many a tear at the remembrance of her loss. The hope of a re- 
union before the throne of God with her and so many other dear 
saints of God, to whom I felt myself most tenderly attached during 
our stay in this world, proved a cordial balm to my wounded heart, 
and when looking into futurity, that promise of the Lord: ‘‘I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee,” conveyed an inexpressible com- 
fort to my soul. 

My health subsequently improving somewhat again, I considered 
it a favour to be permitted to assist in keeping the meetings of the 
dear congregation at Niesky, and to employ my time usefully in col- 
lecting materials for continuing the history of the Brethren’s church 
from 1801 to 1818, with which labour I had been charged by the 
Unity’s Elders’ Conference. -I felt very sorry to be compelled to 
discontinue these labours in the spring of 1824, on account of in- 
creasing infirmities, particularly a lameness I had contracted in the 
left hand. This too, to my grief, has since then prevented my fre- 
quenting the house of God as often as I wish. During my present 
retirement, the cordial conversation with my unseen Friend, to whom 
I diligently recommend the spreading of His kingdom on earth by 
prayer, meditation on His word, and the perusal of the church 
accounts, form the daily nourishment and refreshment of my soul. 
Greatly do I rejoice in my old age, to have lived to behold a more 
extensive fulfillment of the divine promises relating to a universal 
extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom over the whole face of the 
earth. The wonders achieved in our days fill my soul with astonish- 
ment, admiration, and rapture. The increasing infirmities of an 
advanced age often remind me of the approaching termination of my 
earthly career. Meanwhile I pray and trust in the goodness of my 
kind Lord and Saviour, who has numbered all my days, and who has 
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affectionately nursed and borne me upon his hands from the cradle 
up to old age, that He will continue to lead me to the end. 

[Thus far his own account. } 

The congregation at Niesky adds what follows: 

These memoirs, which our late Brother brought to a conclusion in 
August 1824. afford such a lively description of his sentiments and 
disposition, his child-like love to the Saviour, his faith, his fidelity 
and activity, his ardent participation in the wsole work of God on 
earth, and his paternal affection for his family, and are so much in 
unison with the impression we received of him, during his more than 
six years’ stay among us, that it were superfluous to say any thing 
further on this head. 

Last winter his infirmities visibly augmenting, his thoughts were 
wholly directed towards that eternal felicity he was hastening to; 
cheerfully expressing to visitors his hope to be saved by grace 
through the merits of Jesus, and his joy at the prospect of soon being 
at home with the Lord,—which subjects he more particularly dwelt 
upon during the last week of his life. On Palm-Sunday, March 
27th, he was yet able to attend the confirmation of several young 
people, but was soon after attacked by a violent cough, which de- 
prived him almost wholly of sleep and fast consumed his remaining 
strength. April 17th, his other complaints were augmented by an 
attack of the asthma, being the precursor of his approaching dissolu- 
tion. During the day he was still able to take cognizance of his 
numerous friends that came to see him. At about 7 o’clock in the 
evening, the last blessing being imparted to him, he expressed the 
emotions of his heart and his amiable disposition, by animated ges- 
tures. It was peculiarly affecting to see him taking leave of his 
two younger sons, who did not depart from his dying pillow until the 
last breath escaped him. He still evidently took notice of the hymns 
that were occasionally sung at his bed side during the night. On 
the whole, there was a sweet perception of the peace of God around 
his dying bed. At 4 o’clock in the morning of the 18th, his redeem- 
ed soul was received into the bosom of Jesus, after having sojourned 
in the body, seventy-three years, nine months and four days. 
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Among the aforementioned restrictions, this is without doubt, one 
of the severest, although the Greeks feel and lament it less than 
others, which are imposed on them, that they are not permitted to 
found any colleges. Ignorance and its train of attendants have ac- 
cordingly been able to strike a deeper root, than what they could 
have done, under different circumstances. Even the clergy seem 
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content to remain in the outer courts of the temple of science, and 
within those bounds which have been set in the earliest centuries. 
They seldom preach and publish religious works, alleging as a rea- 
son, that the world is already filled with books; that in spiritual 
matters every thing that can be said or written, has already been 
published. Notwithstanding all this, the Greeks might live quietly 
and happily among the ‘Turks, if they would manifest to them more of 
the spirit of Christianity and of those fruits which follow in conse- 
quence of a living faith. It is not strictly speaking, the confession 
of the Christian religion, nor the practice thereof, which renders the 
Greeks despicable and odious in the eyes of the Turks; it is their 
levity, their pride, their luxury, their insincerity and disingenuous- 
nes which they evince towards each other. How easy it is for them 
to descend from the highest pitch of devotion to the opposite ex- 
treme of the most extravagant levity, I have had occasion to witness 
with astonishment, during the Easter week. The strictest fasts, 
which forbid the use of all kinds of food foreign to the vegetable 
kingdom, together with wine, are punctiliously observed by them, 
for which they are not to be censured, as their church requires it and 
no irregularities attend it; but this is followed by excessive noisy 
rioting and occasional mischief. ‘They even dance and play in the 
public streets, and these amusements often end in scenes of blood. 

Many articles of luxury are here reckoned among the indispensa- 
ble necessities, which people in other places scarcely know by name. 
The wives and daughters, not only of merchants, but also of trades- 
men will be dressed in velvet and silk, enriched with a profussion of 
gold and silver, and consider it disgraceful to appear without dia- 
mond necklaces. The heads of families may see whence they pro- 
cure these things; and they make shift to get them, for the sake of 
peace. I was told of a merchant’s lady that wore precious stones to 
the value of 40,000 rix-dollars. The sole business of such a lady at 
home, consists in lolling on her sofa, receiving visits and having her- 
self and friends waited upon by her female slaves; while time is kill- 
ed by a vain and trifling talk. Customs like these had been preva- 
lent long before the Turks took possession of Constantinople, and we 
may venture to assert, that it was owing to this effeminency and 
selfishness, which in times of public calamity and danger cannot 
prevail upon itself to make any considerable sacrifice for the weal of 
the community, that the Greeks forfeited their self-dependence with 
their empire. 

What has been advanced in relation to the Greeks, may for the 
most part be also applied to the Armenians residing here, some 
being Catholics and others having their peculiar rites and a patriarch 
of their community. They are very affluent, yet do not make a 
show of it, but live in a very mean style. They are industrious, 
and in doing business in the commercial line, are for this very reason 
faithful and trusty, that people may not lose their confidence in 
them. Still they are of a close disposition, which, however, is easily 
accounted for, from their propensity to gain. In those markets 
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where Christians are exposed for sale, they make large purchases; 
but the slaves which they keep, are worse off than with the Turks. 
It must of course be understood that there are many exceptions from 
these general remarks. 

Of the other persons of note that I became acquainted with, the 
following deserve an honourable mention. Mr. Hibsch a respect- 
able merchant from Leipsic, Mr. Payne, minister to the English 
embassy, Mr. Gonnet a Waldensian from Piedmont, minister to the 
Dutchembassy. To my fellow passenger, Mrs. Arlot, I paid repeated 
visits. She did not regret having ventured with me in Capt. Icare’s 
vessel. Just before my departure, she was taken with a fit of sick- 
ness, which I hope has taught her a new and salutary lesson. 

July 8th, I went on board a French vessel bound for Marseilles. 
From June till August there is generally a strong northwest wind 
blowing in these seas or there is a perfect calm; the seamen accord- 
ingly take it for granted, that the voyage to France at this season of 
the year generally lasts as long again as usual, and therefore charge 
double for the homeward passage. While inthe Mediterranean, we 
at one time, for a whole week, djd not advance above one-fourth of 
a mile; at the end of six weeks, however, we reached our port in 
safety; but here we were obliged to keep quarantine for thirty days. 
Travelling afterwards by way of Switzerland, I arrived at Marienborn 
on the 12th of November, being the same day on which I had left 
this place the year before. 

I now reported my proceedings and the success which had attend- 
ed them, to the society. On the whole the Brethren approved of 
them; yet gave me to understand, that although the Patriarch’s let- 
ter had not turned out according to their wishes, yet I might have 
accepted of the original to be preserved das an interesting memorial. 
Decency required that a letter of thanks should be forwarded to the 
Patriarch of Constantinople and to the archbishop of Derkon, on my 
behalf and on that of our bishops, for their good wishes and exertions 
in this concern. This was done accordingly, with the petition an- 
nexed, that they would be pleased, if possible, to forward the above- 
mentioned epistle. On mentioning my return to the Swedish am- 
bassadors, and expressing my gratitude for their kindness towards 
me, I requested them also to take this concern in hand. They 
wrote in answer, that Neophytus had meanwhile been put out of 
office, at the instigation of some of his malicious brethren, that the 
new Patriarch declined receiving a letter addressed to his predeces- 
sor, for fear of involving himself into difficulties, and that the arch- 
bishop had in vain endeavoured to prevail upon him to accept it. 
The above original letter could therefore of course never be ex- 
pected. 

In 1741 I received a call from the counsellor and chancellor of 
the university of Abo, Baron de Cederstrom, whose sons I had in- 
structed, to a professorship in that place. Being clearly convinced 
that this was not my destination, I declined the offer. The same 
year however I was sent to Sweden as a deputy, with Brother Mar- 
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tin Dober, to give the divines at Upsal and Stockholm a correct in 
formation concerning the Brethren’s church, as we had understood, 
that some of them entertained very incorrect notions concerning it, 
and because many other persons, who had read, with profit, the 
sermons delivered by Count Zinzendorf at Berlin, and published in 
print, were desirous of nearer information respecting this servant of 
God and the Brethren’s church in general. 

Cctober 16th, we arrived at Stockholm, and proceeded without de- 
lay to Upsal, in order to present ourselves first to the bishop. He 
was personally acquainted with me, and had formerly held me in high 
estimation; but now he lamented my having, as he expressed him- 
self, departed from the evangelical faith. I replied, that so far from 
having departed from it, I had since joining the Brethren’s church, 
only been more confirmed in it, which I further explained to him by 
some candid remarks. He was evidently gratified by them, and said, 
that his faith was the same, and he would adhere to it to the close 
of his life. We further presented to him an historical essay on the 
history and the present constitution of our church, which he highly 
approved of. He then gave us directions to two professors of divini- 
ty, to whose inspection we submitted the same documents, concern- 
ing which they too were pleased to testify their approbation. We 
then returned to Stockholm, but the season being already far ad- 
vanced, Brother Dober, agreeably to his instructions, immediately 
set sail for Germany, while I staid here to form or renew acquaint 
ances in these parts. Dr. Alstrin, Pastor Primarius, one of my 
former teachers, who had for an assistant, my own brother Andrew 
Gradin, received me with joy and bid me be perfectly at home in his 
house. Through his instrumentality and that of counsellor de Ce- 
derstrom, I received permission from the Consistory to preach here, 
which I did repeatedly, and also delivered one sermon in Dr. Al- 
strin’s church. The bishop of Westmanland and Dalecarlia arriving 
at Stockholm about this time, I paid him a visit, and on his return 
to Westeras, at my request, he procured for me a similar license, to 
preach in his diocese. I was drawn thither chiefly by the affection 
I felt for my mother. She was a pious woman and had exercised 
herself in the ways of religion for many years; yet she was still a 
stranger to the happiness of those, who being poor in themselves, 
daily receive from the fulness of Jesus, grace for grace. It was for 
this reason that we did not perfectly accord together at first. Dur- 
ing my stay in her house, I held a social meeting every evening, dis- 
coursing on some text or other, and took occasion to show the vanity 
and fallacy of self-righteousness and self-created holiness, and on the 
other hand to recommend Jesus, as the sole cause of our salvation, 
and faith in Him as the infallible means to purify the heart and re- 
new a divine principle in the soul. At other times however I always 
forbore dwelling on the subject, until she would afford me an oppor- 
tunity of touching upon it, which soon after was the case. One 
morning, after saluting me affectionately, she said with tears in her 
eyes: ‘* Now my own piety does no longer appear sufficient, and my 
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only wish is, to experience the power of the blood of Jesus in my 
heart.” From that time I felt more encouraged to introduce spiri- 
tual conversation, and we were more firmly knit together by a new 
bond of Christian love. She became very cheerful and happy in her 
conversation, and whereas she had often attempted to prevail on me 
to stay in the country, she hereafter never uttered such another wish, 
but rather bid me go, whithersoever the Saviour would direct my 
steps. 

I spent some time in Westgothland with Pastor Tengbom at 
Fremmesta, and with the countess Stenbock at Biurom. These two 
characters had formerly imbibed separatistical principles, but had been 
recovered from them by Brother Ostergren, on his way to Lapland. 
I preached several discourses in this neighbourhood, where I found 
above five hundred awakened souls. They, as well as others, would 
come from four to eight Swedish miles, on learning where I was to 
preach, so great was their desire to hear the gospel. Sometimes it 
was with much difficulty I could make my way through the crowd to 
the pulpit. 

At Gothenburg I found four ministers who preached the true way 
to salvation, and three of them had been led to it by the above-men- 
tioned Berlin discourses. From here I designed to return by way of 
Holland to Germany; but no vessel sailing thither, I went to Bergen 
in Norway, where the German minister Bueneman, with the bishop’s 
consent, gave me permission to preach in his church. I then con- 
cluded my stay in these countries, and July 3, 1742, 1 safely arrived 
at Marienborn, where I continued to prosecute my former employ- 
ment as a teacher in the Brethren’s seminary. But already the year 
following, I was called upon to undertake a new deputation, to Pe- 
tersburg, occasioned by some circumstances that had occurred in 
Livonia. A number of freeholders and clergymen of that country, 
concerned for the weltare of the souls entrusted to their care, had 
petitioned the Brethren to send some of their members for the two- 
fold purpose of instructing their youth and to serve as assistants in 
the ministry and the care of awakened souls. Their desire had been 
granted, and for several years their successful labours had not been 
impeded by the least molestation. But when some of the stated 
ministers, from the purest of motives, undertook to introduce new 
regulations with regard to the care for pious souls, in their congrega- 
tions, that were not conformable to the rules of the established 
church, complaints arose, and the writings of the enemies of the 
Brethren which had appeared in Germany, and had likewise found 
their way into Livonia, contributed greatly towards increasing these 
complaints. As soon as Count Zinzendorf was apprised of said in- 
novations, and that several Brethren from want of experience, had 
lent a hand towards them, he highly disapproved of these proceed- 
ings, yet he could not avert the consequences that might be expected 
to result from them. He therefore resolved to appear in person in 
Livonia, where the general government had set down a commission, 


and at Petersburg, in order to subject himself to an investigation of his 
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character and the above transactions, and to send me as his harbin 
ger to that city, with a letter to the Synod of the Russian church 
Accordingly I set sail from Lubeck, June 14, 1743, and arrived, 
August Ist, at Petersburg. Here, as was remarked above, the three 
Brethren. Andrew Grasman, Daniel Schneider, and Michael Miksch, 
who had purposed to go among the Samojedes, had sat five years 
under arrest; three others, viz: Conrad Lange, Zacharias Gelinek, 
and Michael Kund, had arrived here the year before. Lange in- 
tended to go to China, and his two Brethren among the Calmucks. 
On endeavouring to procure passports for the prosecution of their 
plans, they were arrested; on my arrival they were still considcred 
as prisoners, and the same fate awaited me, although I had come 
here on a different errand. 
Circumstances did not immediately admit of taking any prepara- 
tory steps towards the discharge of my commission, because the 
chief members of the ruling Synod and among them, the archiman- 
drite Theodoski, to whom I had been particularly directed, were 
then at Petershof, the residence of the court, about four miles from 
the metropolis. Inthe mean time I kept up an agreeable intercourse 
with some of our friends here, and in particular with the above three 
Brethren, who, on entering security, were permitted to walk at 
large and to live together in a private house. During the first week 
of my stay, an evil-disposed Lutheran minister stationed here, was 
informed that a stranger had been in company with one of the said 
Brethren in the street, and that in all probability he was an emissary 
from Herrnhut. The clergyman immediately notified the circum- 
stance to the Imperial Court of Justice, who accordingly first sum- 
moned those Brethren, and afterwards me also, to inquire into 
my character and the object of my stay. The Brethren met with 
rather a surly reception from the vice president. On my entering, 
they were dismissed, but I was immediately informed, that I was put 
under arrest. Divers questions were put, which I was obliged to 
answer, and one of them gave me an opportunity of stating, that I 
had a letter from Count Zinzendorf to deliver to the ruling Synod. 
Attended by a secretary, I had to fetch this letter and present it to the 
court. Thus ended this trial, but the sentence was not repealed Hav- 
ing received it immediately on entering, a cold chill thrilled through 
my veins; but it soon passed over and I was enabled to answer every 
question with firm composure. The vice president put them also in 
a tone of voice far from discouraging and seemed to soften gradual- 
ly into sympathy. He finally declared he felt sorry for me and my 
cause; that he well knew, that we were honest people, but that 
there was no open door for us in this country, and that the court 
was subject to the imperial decisions. 
On the following day an extra session was held on my account, in 

order to take copious minutes of the trial. I was desired to be of 
good cheer and not to let time hang heavy on my hands; that the 
court would try to despatch my cause as quickly as possible. The 
vice president then gave me permission tp board and lodge in the 














































ir 
ed 
ne 


ra- 
he 
in- 
“re 
om 
rse 
ree 
at 
2ek 
vas 
aid 
ary 
im- 
im- 
into 
vith 
ing, 
put 
d to 
at I 
nod. 
» the 
Jav- 
ugh 
very 
sO in 
lual- 
| my 
that 
court 


it, in 
be of 
t the 
The 

the 


BIOGRAPHY OF BROTHER ARVID GRADIN. 419 


chancery, and to use every convenience the situation afforded. The 
first five weeks my arrest was mild, only being forbidden to walk 
abroad without a military guard, which did not happen more than 
twice; in process of time a chancery servant was sent with me, and 
finally I was even suffered to go alone, which permission however I 
used but sparingly. In this manner more than four months elapsed, 
and during this period, vice president Emme and other members of 
the court, gave me distinguished proofs of their affection. 

In the mean time Count Zinzendorf had set out upon his journey 
and had come as far as Riga. Here, however, he was detained and 
some weeks after he received orders to return to Germany. I there~’ 
fore could no longer expect him. I was likewise forbidden to write 
to him, and for some time I was not even allowed to visit my three 
fellow prisoners. Still I knew that the letter I had delivered, had 
passed through the imperial court and cabinet and had reached the 
Synod; yet I was anxious to know what manner of impression had 
been made by it. For the purpose of trying whether I could gain 
my point, I went in January 1744, to the Archimandrite Theodoski, 
archbishop of Pleskow. He was the most learned among the Rus- 
sian prelates in his day, and also a complete master of the German 
language. He gave me the information, which I desired to obtain, 
by intimating, that the ruling Synod could neither enter into an in- 
quiry concerning the Count’s person, nor the accusations brought 
against him. He then told me in confidence that some person at 
Riga had sent him the Count’s work, entitled: ‘t‘ Theologische Be- 
denken,” from which he might learn, that we were neither of the 
Lutheran nor Greek persuasion; but that Ae had gathered from it, 
that both we and the Count were to be regarded as true Lutherans. 
He added, that if any one would object, that the Brethren had not the 
same institutions with the Lutherans, we might answer, that Luther 
himself had regretted, that he could not introduce the same disci- 
pline into his church. That he (the archbishop) had accordingly 
said to that clergyman who had informed against me, and proposed 
that the Herrnhutters should be banished from Livonia, that if these 
had to go into exile on account of their doctrine, then all the Lu- 
therans must clear out. 

Having now discharged my commission, I endeavoured to procure 
a passport for my return to Germany, and accordingly wrote to the 
Imperial chancellor at Moscow, where the court then resided. A 
passport was promised, but none forwarded. When in January 1745, 
the court returned to Petersburg, I renewed my applications for a 
passport; but they were as fruitless as the requests of the Swedish, 
Prussian, and Saxon ambassadors. About this time 1 was permitted 
to live under the same roof with my brethren, where we mutually 
comforted and exhorted one another to wait for the salvation of the 
Lord. At last we found an opportunity of laying our concerns before 
the imperial chancellor Count de Bestuchef, who engaged to plead 
our cause himself with the Empress. This he did in December, 

1746, and on the 2d of March, 1747, we were notified by the Court 
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of Justice, that their business with us was closed, that we had to 
apply to the imperial chancellor for a passport, and after obtaining 
it, we might travel at our leisure home toGermany. We were very 
thankful for this information, and soon obtained our passport, and that 
even gratis, which is something very uncommon here. 

At length, on the 23d of May we left Petersburg, two friends, 
Swartstrom and Ferber accompanying us till Krasnoi-Selo, about four 
miles from the city. We travelled through Esthonia and Livonia, 
and at Riga exchanged our Russian for a German passport. Passing 
through Mietaw and Berlin, we reached Marienborn on the 23d of 
July. 

In 1748, I attended the commission set down by government at 
Gross Hennersdorf near Herrnhut, as a deputy of the Brethren’s 
church. Count Zinzendorf himself had requested this commission, 
that an inquiry might be set on foot, whether he and the Brethren’s 
church had actually been guilty of such deviations in doctrine and 
life, as they had been charged with in the public prints. This in- 
quisition fully justified both him and them. 

The above accusations having likewise obtained credit with many 
clergymen in Sweden, where they could not be investigated, I was 
called upon once more to travel thither and try whether I could im- 
part to them correct notions concerning the Count and the Brethren’s 
church. I did what lay in my power, and particularly sought to 
direct their attention to the above impartial inquiry, in order to con- 
firm what I had advanced; but their preconceived ideas could not by 
any means be obliterated, because the resolution to have the charges 
above alluded to, printed in the Swedish language had been already 
passed. Still I found many opportunities to bear witness to the truth 
as it is in Jesus, and I left my native country with this comfortable 
assurance, that there were at least one hundred preachers there, 
who proclaimed the way to salvation through the atonement of Jesus 
experimentally and practically. 

* . * * * * ¥ * re 

Thus far our late Brother has brought down his own memoirs. 
We have only to add the following brief particulars. 

In 1741, he had been ordained a Presbyter of the Brethren’s 
church. In 1751, he was called to be the Minister of the congrega- 
tion at Niesky and Inspector of the seminary there. He was finally 
appointed assistant minister and labourer of the single Brethren at 
Neuwied. He devoted himself to this service with his usual cheer- 
fulness and fidelity, but only for one year. His health suffered 
somewhat from pulmonary complaints, which, however, soon passed 
off again, until all at once they became so violent, that he had to 
sustain three powerful attacks in one day, the last of which terminated 
his earthly career, September 14, 1757, in the fifty-third year of 
his age. 
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SELECTIONS 


From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 
No. VI. 
Increase and conjunction of the first inhabitants of Herrnhut. 

Tuer Moravian exiles, arriving at Herrnhut, were closely examined 
concerning the real motives of their emigration. Those who came 
thither either from temporal motives, or upon persuasion from others, 
and not solely for the salvation of their souls, after being entertained 
for some time, were generally sent back to their homes, with a pe- 
cuniary pittance for their journey, and an intercessory letter to their 
government. And because it was to be expected that the govern- 
ment would take notice of these emigrations, and express dissatisfac- 
tion, the Brethren as early as the year 1724, and frequently after- 
wards, passed resolutions forbidding visits to Moravia, with the 
design of encouraging others to go out. But notwithstanding all 
these measures, the emigrations continued for eight or ten years, 
and brought several hundred confessors to Herrnhut, who, without 
dispute, were genuine descendants of the Brethren. Christian David 
in particular distinguished himself by his zeal in this cause, for he 
considered the impulse which he felt, to assist the evangelically 
minded in obtaining their deliverance, to be a call from God; and 
the most affectionate exhortations and repeated warnings were in- 
effectual to deter him from his purpose. If he was thus stirred up 
whilst at his work, he would lay down his axe and square, and pro- 
ceed forthwith to brave every danger. 

The number of inhabitants in the new town was augmented, how- 
ever, not only by fugitives from Moravia, but people from other 
places and other religious denominations soon moved thither, and 
Herrnhut thus grew apace. But in this manner a mixed multitude 
was collected, whose future fate lay concealed for some years in the 
council of God, and became developed only by degrees. 

The Moravian Brethren desired unanimously. that the discipline 
and regulations of their forefathers be re-established, although with 
respect to doctrinal points they differed among themselves. The 
greatest part of those who had come to Herrnhut from various other 
denominations, though they had the sincere desire to find rest for 
their souls, blessed with religious liberty, yet they brought with 
them sundry strange opinions, which gave occasion to disputes and 
differences. Count Zinzendorf succeeded indeed in the year 1725, 
after some conversations with the Moravian Brethren, to unite their 
minds in a great measure upon the leading tenets of the gospel; and 
as they had a gifted and edifying minister in the person of the Rev. 
Rothe in Berthelsdorf, they submitted to the Lutheran ritual in that 
church. But when by degrees a greater number of well meaning 
people of different persuasions from the neighbourhood, and from 
a distance, had settled at Herrnhut, and brought with them a variety 
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of opinions, a great confusion was again occasioned in a short time in 
the congregation. The Rev. Rothe, considering himself as shep- 
herd and spiritual father of the inhabitants in Herrnhut, thought it 
his duty, to take part in this matter, but by his indiscreet zeal, and 
public violent refutations injured the cause so much, that the ma- 
jority separated themselves from him and his church. The Mora- 
vian Brethren, who, to obtain liberty of conscience, had forsaken all 
their possessions, would not submit to a new restraint of conscience 
(as they termed it,) and a number of them already made prepara- 
tions for removal to some other place, where they might be permitted 
to conform entirely to the customs of their fathers. 

The Count, then in Dresden, upon receiving information of these 
disturbances, was very much distressed thereat. He hoped, that if 
only the minds became united with regard to the indisputable funda- 
mental doctrine of the gospel, there would be little difficulty in other 
respects. He therefore sent them in March 1727, a written, brief, 
but comprehensive statement of his doctrinal tenets, and declared: 
**that Jesus Christ is the eternal and living God, and also truly a 
man: tliat whosoever denieth Jesus Christ, the eternal word, that 
was made flesh and dwelt among us, and now in his human nature 
governs all things, has also the father not; that if an angel came in 
human shape with angelic features and virtues, and denied, that God, 
manifested in the flesh, preached unto the Gentiles, must be be- 
lieved on in the world, and be now received into glory, let him be 
accursed; that if any man be not yet firmly grounded on this doc- 
trine, but bear his doubts as a grievance, and communicate them only 
privately to his friends, such a man should be pitied and be prayed 
for; but if any one should publicly deny, or make suspected, Jesus 
Christ, as crucified in weakness, and preached as the Lord of glory, 
the same be no brother, but an enemy of the cross of Christ.” 

This frank declaration, however, did not produce the desired 
effect; the Count therefore requested leave of absence from the 
court at Dresden, and went to Herrnhut, for the purpose of labour- 
ing in person, especially among the Moravian Brethren, whose con- 
fidence the Rev. Rothe had entirely lost. After many private and 
public conversations, which often continued till late at night, the 
pleasing result was brought about, that the minds of the people who 
had been so distressingly divided by difference of sentiments, became 
united, and they concurred, May 12, 1827, in a voluntary agreement 
upon certain principles, both in reference to doctrine and life, as also 
to ecclesiastical aad civil government. This was evidently a work 
of God, and not of man. The attentive observer acknowledged it as 
a miracle of grace, and a new evidence that our Saviour had brought 
this society together for a peculiar purpose, and had thoughts of 
peace over the same. 

Simplicity, love, and mutual confidence now began to make an 
end of the dissensions among the inhabitants of Herrnhut, and to 
subdue that spirit of discontent which had arisen from thence. They 
again frequented divine worship in Berthe]sdorf, and at the same 
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time held their daily meeting 


in the morning and evening, in the 
meeting hall in Herrnhut. 





Thus also, in consequence of the above- 
mentioned agreement, wardens, elders, and other 


servants, were 
nominated in the congregation, with a view to her growth in grace 
and the knowlec 
future chapter. ] 





lige of Christ Jesus. [See further particulars in a 

The spirit of the Lord was all this time labouring to prepare the 
minds for the solemn union of hearts, that should take place, August 
13, 1727. Amongst others the festival of the visitation of the Virgin 
Mary, July 2d was pre-eminently blessed in this respect. Both the 
ministers, Schwedler and Schaeffer, were that day on a visit in 
Herrnhut. The former preached in the morning in the church at 
Berthelsdorf; but so great a multitude of people had assembled from 
all surrounding villages, that nearly one thousand could find no room 
in the church, and to these the Rev. Rothe discoursed at the same 
hour on the graveyard. In like manner in the afternoon, one of the 
aforesaid ministers occupied the meeting hall at Herrnhut, and the 
other at the same time the open space in front of the same, to declare 
toa great multitude of eager hearers, with much power, till late in the 
evening, the will or God concerning our salvation. In the following 
days much grace prevailed in the congregation, and a universal com- 
motion of hearts became manifest. One Sunday in particular, Au- 
gust 10th, a general awakening took place, at a conference of the 
Brethren, which continued till night, and at which Rev. Rothe 
also was present. He then resolved to take the sacrament with his 
family, August the 13th—and sent the inhabitants of Herrnhut a 
written invitation, solemnly to reunite themselves with him on this 
occasion. The congregation having likewise a fervent desire, after 
a long period, once again to enjoy this great blessing, joyfully ac- 
cepted the invitation, and spent the few intervening days and nights 
in solemn preparation by prayer, faithful self-examination, and open- 
hearted conversation, both with the elders of the congregation, and 
with each other. Moreover, the mutual agreement of the 12th 
May, or the so called statutes of the congregation, were signed by 
all the inhabitants, August 12th. The next day, August 13th, they 
we t in the forenoon to the church at Berthelsdorf. They were in- 
deed all in great expectation of a distinguished blessing from the 
Lord, who through his spirit had for some months already been 
sensibly labouring among them; but the effusion of his grace, which 
they now experienced far exceeded, ev ery thing they could ask and 
understand. Already on their way to church the Brethren showed 
much mutual affection, and those who were at variance together, 
embraced each other, and covenanted brotherly love. In church, 
after singing a hymn, containing a prayer for sanctification, the Rev. 
Rothe confirmed two persons with a truly apostolic blessing. The 
deeply affected congregation then fell down on their knees, and 
began to sing under a flood of tears: ** My soul before Thee prostrate 
lies,” (Hymn book, No. 449.) It could hardly be distinguished 
whether they sang or wept, and the whole scene was so affecting, 
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that the minister from Hennersdorf, who had been requested to 
assist on this occasion, was quite astonished. After the hymn the 
Count offered up a prayer, while the whole congregation was melted 
in tears, for a sincere union of hearts, a freedom from schism, and 
from offence to those that are without, for a firm establishment on 
Jesus’ death and blood, which is the only found tion of all true doc- 
trine and our whole salvation. He implored the Lord to bring back 
again those Brethren, and the many pious in other places, who had 
gone astray; and in conclusion remembered the absent elders, Chris- 
tian David and Melchior Nitschman. 

During the participation of the holy communion, the congregation 
was so abundantly filled with peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, and 
fervent love to one another, and blessed in so heavenly a manner, as 
they never before had experienced; they were in truth baptized into 
one body and were all made to drink into one spirit; they received 
that spiritual baptism which is so essential to a living church of 
Jesus, and which will be never forgotten by them and their descen- 
dants; the remembrance of which is annually celebrated in all the 
Brethren’s churches with grateful praise, and with prayer for a 
renewal of the former grace, simplicity and love. 

When Christian David and Melchior Nitschman returned from 
their visit in Sorau, they.immediately inquired what had happened 
in the congregation on the 13th of August, relating how, the same 
day about 10 o’clock in the morning, they had felt an extraordinary 
impulse to prayer, and in consequence had retired to the garret of 
the house, where they had prostrated themselves before the Saviour, 
and had under a flood of tears experienced an inexpressibly happy 
feeling in remembering the congregation. They were now much 
rejoiced and astonished, when they heard, what great things the 
Lord had done to the Brethren that same hour. 

This gracious visitation, through which the Brethren’s church was 
called, as it were, from death to newness of life, and established and 
cemented as a dwelling of God, we observe, took place at the first 
Lord’s Supper after their mutual agreement to the rules of the con- 
gregation. This circumstance is of great importance. It revealed 
to them, and still reveals to us, what has been the true design of our 
Saviour with the Brethren’s church after her renewal, namely this: 
that in the approaching hour of temptation, which should come over 
Christendom, she should hold fast the word of his passion, and 
publish the Lord’s atoning death with word and deed among Chris- 
tians and heathen, until the day of his coming. 

What the adult congregation had felt, August 13th, was also com- 
municated to the children. For August 17th, and the following days, 
an extraordinary revival took place among them, which continued 
for along time. Some small girls, living with their parents, were 
the first subjects of this grace, and from the fire of love to Jesus 
which these manifested, the hearts of the girls residing in the school 
instituted a few years previously in Berthelsdorf, as also the hearts 
of the other children in Herrnhut were enkindled, which had the 
most blessed effects upon their parents and the inhabitants in general. 
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In this remarkable year, exactly a century after bishop Co- 
menius’ exile from Moravia, a hymn was published, in which the 
sentiments of the congregation in Herrnhut are expressed v ery strong- 
ly, and with a view to the solemn instruction of their posterity. 
this hymn, amongst others, are found these words: 


Extract of the Narrative of the Life of Brother Jesper BRropERsEn, 
formerly Superintending Missionary of the Brethren’s Settlements 


NARRATIVE OF BROTHER JESPER BRODERSEN. 


* May this place exist no longer 
Than, Lord Jesus, thy own hand, 
Uncontroll’d rules in its border, 
And be !ove our sacred band. 

May we by thee be found worthy, 
As a good salt to be used, 

That some fruit may be produced. 





in Greenland: the first part written by himself. 


**T was born, November 25, 1749, at Braderup, in Schleswig- 


Holstein, where my father possessed a farm. 


joyment. 


My way. 


VoL. i. 





54 


From my childhood I 
felt great love to Jesus, as my Friend and Saviour, which was un- 
doubtedly the work of the Holy Spirit 
several Brethren and Sisters, who frequently visited my parents. 
They used to speak to me of our Saviour and His love to children, 
and my heart was thus even in the earliest part of my life directed 
to pray and converse with Him, which afforded me real spiritual en- 
I often retired to some lonely place, knelt down, and 
with many tears devoted myself to Him. 
His love with inexpressible joy in my heart. 
made with him remains most deeply impressed upon my mind. Now 
and then I attended the meetings of the Brethren at Stepping. 

‘** Having one evening been with them at the celebration of Christ- 
mas-eve, on my return I was in the most imminent danger of losing 
my life. A violent snow storm raged the whole night, and I lost 
My horse carried me into a frozen bog; and at length, 
having no means of escape, I could do nothing but alight and bury 
myself in a large snow-drift, though completely wet through, to 
prevent my being frozen to-death: 
fate in that tremendous night. 


| became acquainted with 


On these occasions I felt 
The covenant I then 


Many experienced éhat dreadful 
In the morning I zeached a farm- 
house, where the people received me with kindress, gave me food, 
and provided me with dry clothing. 
God for thus preserving me from perishivg in the snow. " 

** When I was twenty-four years old, I felt a great desire to go 
and live in a settlement of the Brethren. D 
proposal, as he intended to put me in possession of his farm. 
being wholly averse to it, and feeling it.contrary to the convictions * 
of my mind, I left my father’s house, with my mother’s consent, 


I gave thanks to my gracious 


My father objected to the 
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though with great sorrow and an empty purse, intending to go by 
way of Christiansfeld to Copenhagen, and there to learn any trade 
that might offer, for 1 was too poor to follow my inclination for 
study. But before I reached Christiansfeld, my father sent horses 
to overtake me, and I was brought back. He used all possible 
arguments to prevail upon me to enter into his views; but when he 
found that they were of no avail, he generously yielded to my wishes, 
gave me his paternal blessing, and furnished me with the means of 
prosecuting my studies at the University at Copenhagen. I now 
sought to qualify myself for the service of that Lord who had done 
so much for me. I attended the meetings of the Brethren, and both 
their discourses and frequent conversations were the means of much 
blessing for my soul. Having, after three year’s study, passed my 
examination, I requested permission, and in 1777 obtained leave, to 
go to the Brethren’s college at Barby in Saxony. There I was re- 
ceived into the congregation, and admitted to the holy communion. 
I was also appointed an overseer in the college, and though conscious 
of great insufficiency, spent three years very happily in that place. 
In 1781, I was appointed a tutor in the school at Nisky, in Upper 
Lusatia, and had many opportunities of delivering a testimony of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, in the pulpits of the neighbouring villages. 

**In 1783, I received a call to go as a missionary to Greenland, 
which I accepted with joy, as out of the hand of the Lord, though 
deeply conscious of my unworthiness, but accounting it the highest 
favour bestowed on man, to be called to preach the glad tidings of 
the gospel to the heathen. 

{Thus far our late Brother’s own narrative; the continuation is by 
his widow. ] 

** We were married on the 17th of February, 1783, and in pass- 
ing through Barby, my husband was ordained a deacon of the church 
of the Brethren. We now proceeded, in company of the late Brother 
Michael Koenigseer, by way of Christiansfeld. Having paid an 
agreeable visit to our parents in Holstein, we sailed from Copen- 
hagen, and in July arrived safe at New Herrnhut, in Greenland. 
My dear husband had soon the favour to commence his labour by 
assisting at the baptism of six Greenlanders. He now began with 
great diligence and zeal to study the difficult language of Green- 
land, and soon made good proficiency. He reaped much advantage 
from transcthing the whole manuscript of the newly translated 
hymn-book, which was preparing for the press. He thus became 
acquainted with much of the idiom of the language, and in the fol- 
lowing year was able te deliver discourses in it. 

“* After the decease of Brother Koenigseer, he was appointed 
Superintendant of the Greenland Mission. 

“* In 1788, being called to attend a general Synod held at Herrn- 
hut in 1789, we arrived there on the 19th of November, after a very 
tedious passage. On that-occasion, he was ordained a Presbyter of 
the Brethren’s church. We spent the winter very agreeably at 
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Herrnifut, returned to Greenland with our infant daughter in the 
spring of 1790, and arrived at New Herrnhut on the 5th of July. 
Our reception by the Greenlanders was most affecting and encourag- 
ing. The whole congregation had assembled on the beach, and 
sang hymns of praise to God for our safe arrival, accompanied by 
musical instruments. 

‘*In 1792, my husband suffered greatly from a very severe attack 
of illness, which deprived him of all recollection, for four weeks. 
No medical advice or assistance could be obtained: his recovery, 
therefore, was slow, and left him in great weakness; but having re- 
solved, before this attack, to visit at Lichtenau, we set out soon after 
for that settlement, and spent a month on the voyage and journey, 
by day and night exposed to the open air, and having our two young 
children with us. During the voyage, my husband had a narrow 
escape for his life. He attempted to reach something in the fore 
part of the boat, and, stepping upon some tent-poles that lay in it, 
they broke under him, and he was precipitated into the sea, where 
he must have been drowned, had he not seized the gunnel of another 
boat near us, and thus, supporting himself by his hands, was rowed 
a considerable distance to the shore. ‘The screams of the poor chil- 
dren, on seeing their father in such imminent danger, were dreadful, 
and affected us exceedingly. Our thanksgivings to God for the 
wonderful preservation of his life were the more fervent. But this 
accident brought on a relapse; and his general health received a 
great shock. 

** After finishing his labours at Lichtenau, the blessing of God 
attending him in all things, we returned to New Herrnhut; but in- 
creasing weakness and sickliness compelled him to request his dis- 
mission. In 1794 we left Greenland, but met with such a succession 
of storms on our voyage, that our captain was obliged to put into 
Gothenburg, where we landed, and being received most kindly by 
our Brethren and Sisters, soon recovered from our fatigue. The 
vessel did not reach Copenhagen until four weeks after our arrival, 
and was almost a wreck. How thankful ought we to be to God our 
Saviour for the mercy and preservation we have experienced on this 
and many other occasions! 

‘« In February, 1799, we arrived at HMerrnhut. After being re- 
freshed and strengthened anew in that congregation, we received a 
call to Livonia, and after a long and tedious journey, arrived at our 
new station at Weidau. My husband now entered upon the study 

of the Lettonian language with great zeal and alacrity, and soon 
made himself master of it. He served the great work of God com- 
mitted to the Brethren’s church in that country, with great willing- 
ness and delight, and experienced the help and blessing of the Lord 
in the performance of all his various duties. 
" “ We were fourteen years employed in Livonia, when my husband’s 
infirmities and weakness increasing, he was under the necessity of 
desiring to be released. The labour connected with that service was 
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arduous, and required much travelling to and fro in the Cold and 
stormy winter months, to visit the scattered societies in many towns 
and villages. ‘This he was not able to bear in his weak state of 
health. Though, therefore, we left our dear Lettonians with great 
regret, and our farewell was most affecting on both sides, the ser- 
vice required, that a more able successor should be provided. We 
first went to Herrnhut, and then removed to Gnadenberg, where my 
husband accepted the office of warden of that settlement. We 
served this congregation for nine years, and during the last years of 
the war experienced a variety of troubles and difficulties, but also 
the comfort and help of the Lord in every trial. 

‘*In 1819, we retired to Herrnhut, where my husband enjoyed a 
tolerable degree of health, and was blessed with a cheerful and con- 
tented mind. ‘The company of his only sister, living here, was a 
great source of enjoyment to him; and he was therefore the more 
deeply affected, when it pleased the Lord to take her from him into 
eternity. Little did he at that time expect, that he should so soon 
have the same favour, to depart and be with Christ for ever. He 
had been present at every service in the Passion-week and Easter 
holidays, till, while preparing to attend the concluding one, he was 
suddenly seized with a paralytic stroke, which deprived him at once 
of sense and speech, and on the following day, April 2, 1823, re- 


moved him most gently into the presence of his Saviour, to rest with 
Him from all his labours. 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 
LABRADOR. 


By the return of the Labrador vessel Brother and Sister Meissner, 
and the single Brother Beck, arrived at Gravesend, (England,) Octo- 
ber 7th, and reached London the 9th. Letters brought by them give 
the following summary account of the state of our mission in that 
country: 

The Esquimauxs congregation at Hopedale has enjoyed in geueral 
peace and rest. The meetings and school have been diligently at- 
tended, and there was reason to believe, profitably. 


The communi- 
cants are sixty-six in number. 


During the last twelvemonth, two 
adults and nine children were baptized, two persons received into 
the congregation, and six admitted to the communion. The total 
number of inhabitants is 188. The winter had been cold and severe, 
and the preceding autumn uncommonly stormy, so that but a small 
supply of fish could be procured. During the winter the stock of 
seals was entirely exhausted. The thermometer fell in January to 
36°, at Okak to 40° below zero In March and April the wants of 
the Esquimaux were in some measure alleviated by a number of 
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rein-deer, which they procured. At Okxak a new provision-house, 
and a boat-house, have been built. The congregation walks in the 
fear of the Lord, is nourished by his word, and the souls become 
more firmly established on the merits of the Saviour. During the 
last winter, seven adults and fifteen children were baptized, and five 
persons admitted to the Lord’s Supper; 350 souls constitute the 
whole congregation. Here also the scarcity of provisions was felt 
very perceptibly. The schools were well attended by the children. 
At Nain, the celebration of the festival in commemoration of the 
commencement of the mission, half a century ago, was a very bless- 
ed day to the congregation, and distinguished by the baptism of an 
adult woman. During tiie past year four adults and eleven children 
have been baptized, three persons received into fellowship with us, 
and eight admitted to the communion. The inhabitants amount to 
228, of whom, 72 are communicants, and 21 candidates for baptism 
and new people. The children attend the school with delight, and 
to their profit, as appeared at their examination. The bay at this 
place was covered with ice from November 30th to the end of June, 


GREENLAND. 

A letter from Brother Lehman in New Herrnhut, dated July 16, 
1826, mentions the arrival there of Brother and Sister Grillich, on 
the 10th of that month. On the whole, the missionaries were b!ess- 
ed with health and cheerfulness. In the spring the Greenlanders 
had been very successful in catching seals and herrings. 


DANISH WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 


Brother Boenhof in Friedensthal, St. Croix, and Brother Sybrecht 
in New Herrnhut, st* Thomas, by letters dated 9th and 21st of Au- 
gust, give the gratifying intelligence that all our brethren and sisters 
on the seven missionary stations, on these Islands, with the single 
exception of Sister Sparmeyer, were enjoying good health, said sis- 
ter suffering severely from a wound on her forehead. Brother and 
Sister Plaettner have removed from New Herrnhut to Friedensberg 
On the memorial-day of the commencement of the mission to these 
Islands, August 21, the brethren and sisters at New Herrnhut re- 
membered also the laying of the corner-stone to their present dwell- 
ing house, 50 years ago. They celebrated this event by a special 
family meeting, rendering thanks to the Lord, for his innumerable 
mercies, which he had vouchsafed to them both externally and in- 
ternally, for the space of half a century.—According to more recent 
accounts, Sister Sparmeyer departed this life, September 2d, aged 
38 years; also the wife of our Brother Blitt, in St. Thomas, aged 42 
vears. 


MISCELLANEOUS. MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Brother Clemens writes from Gruenekloof, under date, May 16th: 
“the most of us feel indisposed in consequence of the oppressive 
heat during this month, It is too dry to plough; the muid of wheat 
costs 28 rix-dollars, barley and oats 8 to 9 rix-dollars. The Hot- 
tentot congregation increases very much in number and in grace; at 
the conclusion of last year we counted 450 members, 44 more than 
the preceding year. Last Easter 33 were received into the church 
or admitted to the communion. In this year 57 new people have 
already come to us, mostly from the region between Saldanhabay’s- 
field and Clan Williams. The word of Jesus’ cross warms and 
vivifies their hearts. May this blessing continue!” 


SURINAM. 


A letter from Brother Genth in Paramaribo, states, that July 21st, 
fifty years had elapsed, since the first fruits of the Brethren’s labours 
there, the negro Christian Cupido, had been baptized by our late 
Brother Kersten. The day was duly solemnized. Quite early in the 
morning the whole city was in a state of commotion; in the forenoon 
at 9 o’clock, and in the evening at 7, we opened the church for reli- 
gious worship. A crowd of people, as we had never witnessed be- 
tore, pressed into the church, and were all silence and attention. 
The negroes of the congregation had decorated the meeting hall, in 
a tasteful manner, with a profusion of flowers. It seemed as if the 
whole population participated in the festivity; from all sides we re- 
ceived congratulations and friendly gifts, both from our own people 
and from strangers. The former could not find words to express 
their gratitude to the Saviour for his mercies, and his grace, which 
permitted them to entertain the hope, that He will complete the 
work which He has begun. A statement was communicated to the 
congregation, showing what had been effected amongst them, when 
they were ignorant heathen, by the preaching of the gospel. In the 
past fifty years, the Brethren have baptized here 2477 persons, and 
received into connexion with them from other christian denomina- 
tion 25 persons. At this time the congregation consists of 1240 
baptized; to these we add 200 new people, and candidates for bap- 
tism, and 206 persons, for the present excluded. Of those in union 
witi: the Brethren, 925 have departed this life in the above period 
of time. 


SPRING-PLACE. 


The missionary work among the Cherokees is progressing, and 
from time to time are added to the chureh such as shall be saved. 
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August 13th, holy baptism was administered to three adults, and No- 
vember 12th, totwo more. On the whole, eight adult Indians have 
been baptized the last year, and some of the baptized were admitted 
to the communion. At the end of the year the congregation counted 
thirteen communicants, and seven baptized, who, together with the 
children, make the whole number of members to be forty, 

Shortly before New Year Brother Gambold received a letter from 
one of the principal chiefs of the Choctaw nation, David Follsom, 
requesting the Brethren to send missionaries to them also, as there 
was still much room left for them, unoccupied by the missionaries of 
other denominations, and he believed that an establishment by the 
Brethren would be of great utility to the nation. He promised a 
sufficiency of land for the purpose, and the most friendly reception, 
should Brethren come to labour amongst them. 

The death of Charles R. Hicks, second principal chief of the 
Cherokee nation, has been noticed in the public prints. (The rea- 
der will find a biographical sketch of his life, page 400, of the pre- 
sent number.) 


NEW FAIRFIELD, (Upper Canapa.) 


Brother Luckenbach, in a letter, dated October 19th, informs of 
the health of the missionary family He likewise mentions, as a sub- 
ject of rejoicing, that the corn-harvest of the Indians had been very 
productive; but on the other hand adverts to the sorrowful fact, that 
their annual journey to Malden, to receive their presents from go- 
vernment, had this time also been the cause of sundry deviations; 
whilst at the same time the proper object was not attained. 

Governor Cass, in Detroit, has invited our Indians to come thither 
to receive their first annuity, (in consideration of the transfer of the 
land on Muskingum river to the United States.) They have agreed 
together to ask for articles of clothing, in preference to money or 
provisions. A part of the demand in behalf of the mission, by way 
of indemnification for losses sustained in 1813, has been paid. Ina 
more recent letter, dated December 26th, the information is given, 
that preparations were making towards the building of a new church. 





ANTIGDA. 


Brother and Sister Ricksecker, destined for the Island of Tobago, 
arrived safely at St. John’s in Antigua, the 11th of last November, 
after a tedious passage of thirty-three days, during the latter part of 
which they suffered in some measure from a want of the necessaries 
of life. The missionaries in St. John’s received them very cordially, 
and in their society they celebrated the memorial-day of the 13th 
November, in a very pleasant manner. About the middle of Decem- 
ber they arrived safely on the Island of Barbadoes. 
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DEPARTED, at Litiz, Pennsylvania, December 15th, 1826, the 
single Brother, M'cuarE. Junc, who had been a faithful servant of 
the Lord among the Indians, for a space of twenty-nine years, until 
in 1813, he came to rest from his labour in said congregation. He 
lived to the age of almost 84 years. 
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